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Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 

We would like to pay our respect to the Dja Dja Wurrung people, the Traditional 
Custodians of this Land on which we gather today and pay our respects to the El-
ders past, present and emerging.  

“If nothing ever changed, there’d be no butterflies.” 
 

READING AWARDS 
Sierra P-B (Prep O’Grady) for working hard on her reading goal. 
Aaliyah S (Prep Tomlinson) for re-reading to self-correct when she notices something doesn’t look or sound right. 
Cooper W (Prep Roll) for reading with expression and suing strategies to read new words. 

Anabelle M (1/2 Armitage) for showing a great improvement in her comprehension. 
Ashley R-B (1/2 Armitage) for showing a fantastic improvement in her fluency and expression. 
Jakayla D-R (1/2 Fry) for reading with great accuracy and fluency. 
Harrison W (1/2 McNamara) for cross-checking and self-correcting to read with accuracy. 
James S (1/2 McMillin) for making predictions and clarifying these as he read. 
Logan S (1/2 McCarty) for demonstrating fluency when reading a challenging text. 
Stella P (3/4 McKenzie-Cahill) for always trying her best and persisting when faced with chal-
lenges. 
Xavier G (3/4 Wagner) for working hard on his reading and keeping think marks as he goes. 
Xavier O (3/4 Freer) for reading with great expression. 
Leibron S (3/4 Salm) for demonstrating consistent reading practice and improvement in all areas 
Annabell W (5/6 Resta) for her positive attitude towards reading every day in the classroom 
where she has been working hard on using expression as she is reading. 
Ryder A (5/6 Fenwick) for using his sounding out techniques when trying to identify tricky words 
within his books. 
Evelin Lee-Speed (5/6 Gundry) for always using her reading time appropriately. 
VALUES AWARDS 
Dominic B (Prep O’Grady) for showing the values of respect and community by holding the door open for others. 
Archer S (Prep Tomlinson) for being a caring member of our class by looking after his friends.  

Wlliam K (Prep Roll) for working with others in a respectful way and helping make our classroom an enjoyable 
place. 

Jayla H (1/2 Armitage) for always trying her best and helping others. 
Noah R (1/2 Armitage) for improved resilience and respecting others. 
Evie C (1/2 Fry) for always treating others with kindness and respect. 

 

 
 



 
 

(1/2 McNamara) 
Austin O (1/2 McMillin) for his resilience when faced with challenges in the classroom. 
Georgie D (1/2 McCarty) for being actively involved in our learning activities, always trying her 
best and taking pride in her work. 
Lily G (3/4 McKenzie-Cahill) for demonstrating community by assisting her peers when faced 
with challenges while making picture story books. 
Sam F (3/4 McKenzie-Cahill) for showing resilience and community by overcoming challenges 
and supporting others. 
 Janaya M and Mikella T-S (3/4 Wagner) for being resilient and having a positive attitude about 
change. 
Kayden G (3/4 Freer) for being a great friend in and out of the classroom. 
Emily H (3/4 Salm) for demonstrating community be always eagerly offering help to anyone who 
needs it. 
Layla R (3/4 Salm) for demonstrating increasing resilience at school throughout a variety of tasks. 
Lucy G (5/6 Resta) for displaying a wonderful sense of community throughout the week with her 
positive contributions towards Grade 6 Graduation planning as well as showing resilience by 
keeping an open and positive mind-set for the Crusoe transition day. 
Eva L (5/6 Fenwick) for displaying community and respect when she offered her time to go and 
help the new preps with their transition day. 
Will S (5/6 Gundry) for demonstrating leadership amongst the 5/6 unit. Will is always on task and 
endeavours to complete all of the set work. 

LOOKING FOR WAYS TO BE INVOLVED? 
Last week’s newsletter promoted the opportunity for involvement by joining School Council in 

2022. Another way, but you can do both, is to be involved in working bees that are held from time 
to time. This is advance notice that on Friday 28th January, 2022 we will be holding a working bee 
at 5:00 pm. We will be undertaking various works in the grounds with the main focus being 

ensuring that the soft fall is distributed in the playgrounds, sand is in the sandpit, and the gardens 
are weeded and free from rubbish. This will allow the children to come back to school the 
following week to a safe and respectful learning environment. Please pencil this date into your 

calendar. You will need to show evidence of your vaccination status and a quick induction will be 
undertaken. Come and be active in the Golden Square Primary School community. We would love 
to see you there.  

TRANSITION DAY 
Yesterday saw a very successful transition day for our children as they moved to their new class for 

the 2022 year. There has been much work done by all staff to create safe, kind and respectful 
learning environments that allow children to thrive in their social, emotional and academic 
journeys. Student voice was also incorporated where children nominated a selection of friends they 

would like to be with and we worked hard to ensure that children had at least one of these friends 
with them. You supported the children in submitting these selections and we thank you for this.  

 

The known teachers in each area for the 2022 year are: 

 
 

Prep 

Allison Roll 
Brooke O’Grady 

  
Grade 1/2 

Amy McMillan 

Taliesha McCarty 

Moira McNamara 

Kristan Fry/Prue McMillin 

Mandy Armitage 

Mental Health in Primary Schools Coor-
dinator 

Emma Hollingsworth 
  
Grade 5/6 

Claire Osborne 

Amber Resta 

Shane Freer 
Tom Williamson 

  

 



 
 

 

 

There is also a range of education support staff that are very important in the lives of the chil-
dren. These are: 

Lisa Poole (Business Manager) 
Jo Jacobs (Office Administration) 
Tanya Ruschmeyer (Office Administration) 
Jo Reid (Wellbeing) 
Kelli Bailey (Chaplain) 
Simone Cantwell (Classroom support) 
Cindy Cutting (Classroom support) 
Belinda Farmer (Classroom support) 
Teala Masiero (Classroom support) 
Allan Oxley (Classroom support) 
Tiffany Smith (Classroom Support) 

You will notice that there are some new staff amongst other very familiar ones. We will share 
information around our staff with you throughout the year so we all know these special people 
in our community. It was wonderful that they could join us on the day so the children have got 
to see their faces. 
Our Grade 6 children headed off to their respective secondary schools. We could sense their 
excitement and nervousness building in the days and weeks preceding this. We hope that they 
enjoyed their time and look forward to hearing about their experiences. 
Our new 2022 Prep children also joined us on this day and they did a fantastic job. There was a 
few tired little ones as they departed at the end of their morning showing they had been focus-
ing really hard on their learning. The busy school environment takes time to adjust to and we 
look forward to supporting them so they are inspired to develop a passion and curiosity for 
learning. 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 
A reminder that the Grade 6 Graduation evening will be on Thursday 16th December. We are 
excited to be able to have community attend and the note that will be provided to your child 
shortly will have details around this.  
TEACHER’S GRADUATION 
Three of our current teachers celebrated their graduation last week at La Trobe University. 
Congratulations to Taliesha McCarty, Ashlie McKenzie-Cahill and Tayla Fenwick on your 
achievement. We are glad you got to celebrate this special occasion with your families. 
AWARDS ASSEMBLY 
Our annual Awards Assembly will be held on December 16th at 9:00 am.  There are a variety of 
areas where children are recognised and awards are provided for children in all grade levels. 
Further information will be shared by a separate Compass message so please be alert for this. 

There will be special performances from the children and it will be wonderful to be able to give 
them an opportunity to showcase them. 

Grade 3/4 

Ashlie McKenzie-Cahill 
Chris Boal 
Jacqui Dyer/Melinda Waterworth 

Jacinta Craven 

Tony Gundry/Jess Tomlinson 

Lead Teacher 

Stacee Kingdon 

Learning Specialists 

Jess Tomlinson 

Prue McMillin 

  
Specialist Teachers 

Laura van der Spek (Auslan) 
Ella Xu (Chinese) 
Ben Suter (Digital Technology) 

Jaz Morris (Performing Arts) 

Sonia Jardine (Visual Arts) 
  

  
Tutors 

Robyn Powell 
Merrill Harvey 

 



  
 

STUDENT FREE DAY – Repeat notice  
 
Our final student free day will be Friday 10th December (this Friday). Camp 
Australia have confirmed that they will be operating so those who are re-
quiring care, are encouraged to make bookings with them as early as possi-
ble. We will spend the day focusing on the continued development of curric-
ulum as well as ensuring special events are back on the calendar for the 2022 
year.  
 
LAST DAY OF TERM EARLY FINISH – Repeat notice 
 
A notice to all families that Friday December 17th is the last day of term. In 
Term 4 our finish time is 1:30 pm. Please ensure that arrangements are in 
place for the earlier collection of students from school, or, contact Camp 
Australia to make your booking for after school care. 

 

Vision: Our Golden Square Primary School community will work collaboratively in a safe, kind and respectful 
environment that inspires a passion and curiosity for learning. 

 

Kind regards 
Leanne Miller (Principal) and Marita Eddy (Assistant Principal) 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance to child abuse. 

 

 

 



 

To the following  

Students 

 

 

Zedakiah AJ 

Ryder A 

Kaylee B 

Noah S 

Alli W  

Aria C 

 

 

 



 

 

Now is the time to claim ABSTUDY 
for your high school child  

 

 

 

ABSTUDY is a group of payments for  Aboriginal and Torres Strait  

Islander Australians. ABSTUDY helps with the costs of studying or doing an  

Australian Apprenticeship.  

It can help with your child’s school fees, boarding costs, travel to and from school 
and other school items. If your child’s travel is impacted by COVID-19 or they need 
to study remotely, ABSTUDY can also help. 

If you’re a parent or guardian and your child is younger than 16, you should claim on 
their behalf. If your child is 16 and over, or independent, they can claim  

themselves. 

To claim, call the Services Australia’s ABSTUDY line on Freecall 1800 132 317. 

If they’re starting uni or TAFE, they’ll be able to claim online through myGov. 

Claiming before 1 December means ABSTUDY payments can be finalised in time for 
the start of school next year. This is very important if your child needs to move away 
from home to study.  

To see what you or your child can get, and learn how to claim, go to  
servicesaustralia.gov.au/abstudy 

 
 
 

"We acknowledge the traditional custodianship of this land and pay our respects to 
Elders past, present and future".  

http://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/abstudy


 

 
 

Fostering a life skill  
Riding a bike is a rite of passage. On the free-
dom machine, kids’ worlds open up – they be-
come more independent and get to know their 
neighbourhood.  
My children are at three different schools now. 
These days, they get themselves to school (and 
the older two ride to after school activities) 
while I’m at work. They love being able catch 
up with friends without Mum and I love being 
free from constant taxi duty.  
But before I let them ride off by themselves, I 
needed to know they were safe.  
I rode with them to school when they were 
younger. During the school holidays, we’d ride 
to the movies or for lunch in town, where I 
could teach them to ride safely around cars.  
Before they went to high school, we practiced 
riding to the new school and discussed safety 
issues along the route.  
Part of staying safe is knowing how to choose a 
low-risk route, and having safe strategies to 
negotiate challenges like crossing a busy road.  
I still talk with my kids about which way they 
plan to go and how they’re going to negotiate 
potential tricky sections.  
I’m passionate about helping young people 
learn the skills to stay safe on their freedom 
machines – that’s why I developed Bike Ben-
digo’s Riding & Road Safety Courses and prac-
tice rides – check them out!  
Nicola Dunnicliff-Wells  
President, Bike Bendigo Qualified Bike Ed & 
AustCycle instructor  
For more on riding safely on roads, check out 
Bike Bendigo’s new videos bikebendigo.com 
and our online Guide to riding in traffic at 
bikebendigo.com/guide.  

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER FOR PRACTICE 
RIDES!  

 
 BIKE BENDIGO’S RIDING & ROAD SAFETY 
COURSES and PRACTICE RIDES – BOOK 
NOW!  
Young people will learn strategies and get 
plenty of on-road practice during Bike Ben-
digo’s Riding & Road Safety course and prac-
tice rides to BSE and Crusoe College.  
They’re ideal if you can’t ride with your child 
– or you want your message reinforced by 
someone who’s not Mum or Dad. There’s 
also a puncture repair course and route 
planning support available.  
LEARN MORE AND REGISTER NOW at 
www.trybooking.com/BVUFP  
Hurry: some practice rides are happening 
over the next week!  
Our teen & tween Riding & Road Safety 
course is on 5 & 6 January – limited places 
available.  
LEARN MORE AND REGISTER at 
www.trybooking.com/BVGKR  
 

 Heading to high school - on your bike! is funded through VicHealth and the VicRoads Community Road Safety 


