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We would like to pay our respect to the Dja Dja Wurrung people. The Traditional 
Custodians of this Land on which we gather today and pay our respects to the Elders 
past, present and emerging.  
 
BOOK WEEK 
Book week is fast approaching and we want to remind everyone that the theme this year is, Old Worlds, 
New Worlds, Other Worlds. All children are invited to share in the fun by coming along in dress up and 
celebrate the wonderful world of books. What day you ask? Friday the 27th of August.  
 
ACARA ITEM TRIAL TESTING 
Our school has been selected to participate in this year’s ACARA Item Trial. The aim of the Item Trial is to 
evaluate NAPLAN test items that are under consideration for inclusion in future tests. A group of children 
in grades three and five will be participating. If your child was withdrawn from the NAPLAN tests held 
earlier this year, they will not be asked to participate in this trial. 
 
SCHOOL NETBALL 
We are excited to be able to send two teams of Grade 5/6 children to participate in the upcoming netball 
carnival being held next week. Thanks to Amber Resta and Marita Eddy for volunteering to coach the 
teams and to Shane Freer for his organisation. Best of luck to all and we hope that you have a really fun 
day together. 
 

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



 
PRINCIPAL’S CONFERENCE 
A Principal’s conference is held annually and sees principal’s from around the state come together at the Melbourne 
Exhibition Centre where there is the opportunity to listen and learn from guest speakers as well as presentations 
from individual schools. 
 
Last year this did not occur, however, this year the conference is being hosted virtually over two days. We would all 
prefer to be together in a face-to-face environment but what was noted was the joy that still occurred in coming 
together to learn.  
 
John Hattie, a renowned researcher in education whose mantra is know thy impact, stressed the importance of us 
not making assumptions but rather look for the evidence of what the impact of remote learning has been. This is 
what we have been doing when implementing the Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI) in our school. The TLI focus was on 
children who had not made expected growth in the 2020 year according to teacher judgements. Our tutors have 
worked with these children in small groups and targeted the learning directly at their area of need. We did not guess 
which children needed support but used data and we continue to do so to find which students have now made that 
growth and celebrate their success as well as identify students who only now may be showing that they are needing 
extra support. 
 
Another speaker was Kristen Douglas, National Manager and Head of headspace Schools. Kristen likened the impact 
of the prolonged disruption to home and work environments that have been a result of COVID-19 to the impacts on 
our wellbeing that we would normally link to trauma, grief and loss. She stated that she kept going back to Maslow’s 
Hierarchy of Needs. There are five levels of needs with the base being physiological needs (think air, water, food, 
shelter, sleep) and the next level being Safety. With so much uncertainty in the world, this basic need of safety is not 
necessarily being met for many who previously it had. Providing predictable routines for us all is one way that we can 
help rebuild that sense of safety in individuals and in our school community.  This is a good reflection at this time and 
provides us with something that we can all work towards together as we come to terms with what is looking like our 
new normal. The term is used frequently but as time goes on, its meaning is understood more. 
 
GRADE 6  PLACEMENT LETTERS 
Grade 6 children will have received letters confirming their placement for Year 7 in 2022. This is an exciting time for 
the children and Jacqui  Dyer and Amber Resta will continue to work together to support the children during this 
important transition period. 
 
UPCOMING STUDENT FREE DAYS 
Student free days are days that we take to work together as staff to advance the work outlined in our Annual 
Implementation Plan. We have had to adjust these in response to the impact of COVID-19 as we move in and out of 
remote learning and the restrictions placed on us that impact the way we can collaborate. Our next planned days are: 

 Tuesday 17th August (tbc) 
 Monday 6th September.  

 
 
Keep taking care everyone. 
 
 
 
Leanne Miller (Principal) and Marita Eddy (Assistant Principal) 
 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance to child abuse. 



To the following Students 

Ruby M 

Marley B 

Jet S 

Graidey M 

William S 

Ellie V 

Abygail P 

Brae G 

Charlotte P 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND(CSEF) 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 13TH AUGUST 
CSEF is available to families who have a valid 

concession card. 
If you are eligible and have not yet applied 
please contact the office.  
If you previously applied you do not need to 
apply again. 
Please contact the office if you are wanting to 
apply for a student that you have not previously 
applied for eg: prep student. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Only for the toughest 
Lots of rewards 
Yikes, that robot crowd is weird 
Many athletes competing 
Prize for winning is lots of money 
It might be tough, but don ’t fret 
‘Cause you are STRONG! 
Still, stay strong.  
 

By Tyler B 5/6DW 
 
Olympian 
Land sports 
You’re an amazing athlete 
My fan 
Pick the winner 
I can see you run 
Call out, ‘GO!’ 
 

Shyleeka W 5/6DW 

Key features of SWPBS  
Implementation of SWPBS requires commitment by the whole 
school community, particularly from the principal and leadership 
group. All SWPBS schools implement 8 essential features. They 
will:  
 Establish a common philosophy and purpose: Staff and 

students use a common language to discuss behaviour. 
School philosophy emphasises the need to teach 
appropriate behaviour much like academic learning.  

 Establish leadership and school-wide support: School 
leaders publicly endorse and support SWPBS. A team at 
the school leads implementation by creating, reviewing and 
monitoring an action plan.  The work is done in 
collaboration by the whole staff with input from parents, 
students and the community.  

 Clearly define a set of expected behaviours: The school 
identifies 3 to 5 behavioural expectations that apply at all 
times.  Clear, positively stated examples are identified and 
displayed in different school settings.  

 

GSPS is currently working on Step 4, having completed the 
previous 3 stages.  
 

 Establish procedures for teaching and practising expected 
behaviours: A school-wide plan is developed to ensure 
behavioural expectations are taught to all students by all 
staff.  

 Implement a continuum of procedures to encourage 
expected behaviours: School-wide systems are developed 
to acknowledge expected behaviour and promote 
commitment from all members of the school community.  

 Develop a continuum of procedures to discourage 
inappropriate behaviour: Schools clearly define problem 
behaviours and identify specific strategies and responses to 
minor and major behavioural infractions.  

 Use procedures for record-keeping, decision making and 
ongoing monitoring: Schools review data on repeated 
behaviour issues, the settings in which they occur, and the 
consequences most likely to be applied for inappropriate 
behaviours. They correlate these with other sources of data 
such as academic progress, and analyse this data to make 
necessary adjustments to school operations in an effort to 
reduce inappropriate behaviour.  

 Support staff to use effective classroom practices: Schools 
establish systems to support staff to adopt evidence-based 
instructional practices associated with reductions in 
inappropriate behaviour.  

 

For more information please see: https://
www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/behaviour-students/guidance/5-
school-wide-positive-behaviour-support-swpbs-framework  

 
 

SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORTS 
We are going to hold a competition for all students and staff to 
enter a design into the draw for our school mascot to accompany 
all the work we are doing on our School Wide Positive Behaviour 
Supports (SWPBS) in the school. 
 

The competition is open to all students (and staff) and will close 
on Friday 10

th
 September. We will include examples of mascots 

from other schools in next week’s newsletter. Students will be 
given time at school to design, colour and submit their entry 
before they due date. 
 

This is an exciting era we are moving into with SWPBS and I look 
forward to seeing all the entries! Watch this space for our new 
matrix to be shared with everyone in the very near future. There 
will also be an opportunity for students in Grade 4 and Grade 5 to 
form a Student SWPBS Leadership Team. Mrs Hocking will be 
visiting classrooms to talk with students about this new 
opportunity over the next week. 
 

SWPBS Tier 1 Leadership Team 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/behaviour-students/guidance/5-school-wide-positive-behaviour-support-swpbs-framework
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/behaviour-students/guidance/5-school-wide-positive-behaviour-support-swpbs-framework
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/behaviour-students/guidance/5-school-wide-positive-behaviour-support-swpbs-framework


Looking after your Mental Health at 
GSPS 

 
Talking with your child about the bullying - Part 2 

 
If your child is being bullied, listening and talking with your child is essential. This helps 
you to find out what’s happening so you can take action with the school. Calm and caring 
conversations with you will also help your child feel loved and supported. 
 
Here’s how to get started: 
 
 Listen: give your child your full attention and consider talking in a quiet space. Ask 

your child simple questions, then listen to the answers. Try saying things like, ‘So 

what happened next?’ and ‘What did you do then?’ 

 Stay calm: this is a chance to show your child how to solve problems. If you feel 

angry or anxious, wait until you feel calm before you talk with your child or others. 

 Summarise the problem: you could say something like, ‘So you were sitting on your 

own eating your lunch. Then Sam took your lunch box and threw it across the 

playground’. 

 Let your child know it’s natural and OK to feel upset: you could say something like, 

‘No wonder you’re feeling so sad about this’. 

 Make sure your child knows it’s not their fault: for example, ‘It didn’t happen because 

you wear glasses. Jo might have been upset about something happening at home. 

But that’s no excuse for it’. 

 
The next step is showing your child that you care and will help: 
 
 Agree that there’s a problem: for example, ‘It’s not OK for someone to treat you like 

that’. 

 Praise your child: telling you about the bullying might not have been easy for your 

child. Praise will encourage your child to keep sharing problems with you. For 

example, ‘I’m really pleased that you’ve told me about this’. 

 Make it clear that you’ll help: for example, ‘It sounds like things haven’t been so 

good. Let’s think about some things we could do to make it better’. 

 Avoid negative comments: it won’t help to say things like, ‘You need to stand up for 

yourself’ or ‘You poor thing. Never mind, you can stay home’. 

 
And if your child understands why some children bully, it might help your child to 
realise that the situation isn’t their fault. For example, you could tell your child that the 
person who is bullying might: 
 
 be copying other people, and not know that bullying is wrong 

 not know how to be nice to other people  

 have a problem and think that making other people feel bad will make things better. 



Working with your child’s teacher to sort out the bullying 
If your child is being bullied, get the help of your child’s teacher and school as quickly as 
you can. 
 
Schools take bullying extremely seriously, and all Australian schools have policies related to 
bullying. Your school will assess the situation with you. Schools will always focus first on 
protecting the child who is being bullied. 
 
Your first step is talking with your child’s classroom teacher. Your child’s teacher will be 
trained in spotting and handling bullying and can work with you to prevent further bullying. 
 
Also, your child needs to know that you’re working on the problem, so make sure that 
you tell your child you’ll talk to the teacher about it. 
 
Here’s how to work with your child’s classroom teacher to stop bullying: 
 

 Make a time to speak privately with the teacher. 

 Calmly present your concerns as a joint issue for you both to deal with. For example, 

‘Tyler says Sam is hitting him at lunch time, calling him names and telling the other kids 

not to play with him. I’d like your help to find out what’s happening and what we can do 

about it’. 

 Discuss the problem with the teacher. Ask for the teacher’s views. You could also ask 

for a copy of the school’s anti-bullying policies and procedures. 

 Be assertive, not angry or accusatory. For example, ‘Yes, children do tease sometimes. 

But I don’t agree this was just teasing. I think it’s more serious’. 

 End the meeting with a plan for how the situation will be managed. For example, ‘You’re 

going to talk to the other teachers about this so they can watch the children carefully in 

the playground at lunch time. And we’re going to talk again next week’. 

 Keep in touch with the teacher. 

 

What if your child doesn’t want you to talk with the teacher? 
Your child might not want you to talk with the teacher. Your child might be embarrassed or 
worried that it will make the bullying worse. 
 
It’s important to listen to your child’s concerns and see whether there’s anything you can do 
to help them feel less worried. For example, you might be able to make an appointment at 
the school at a time when other students are less likely to notice. 
 
But in the end, you’re the best person to decide what’s in your child’s best interests, even if 
that means involving the teacher against your child’s wishes. 

 

For more information please follow the link: https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/
school-learning/bullying/school-bullying-helping  

 

 

Please contact the school if you need assistance and ask for: 

Emma Hollingsworth – Mental Health Coordinator 

Kelli Bailey – Chaplain 

Jo Reid – Wellbeing Officer 

Directly contacting the child doing the bullying or the child’s parents is likely to make the  
situation worse. It’s always safer and more productive to work with the school (or any other 
organisation where bullying is happening) than to try to solve bullying on your own. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/bullying/school-bullying-helping
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/bullying/school-bullying-helping


PREP - TEAM NEWS 

Prep Team  

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!! 
100 Days of School 

 
  
  
 
  
  
 
  
  
  



Grade 1 & 2 - TEAM NEWS 

Prue McMillin - Grade 1 & 2 
Reading Writing 

In reading the students have been focussing on  
synthesising and monitoring as we read.  
 
The students have enjoyed using a variety of big 
books, guided reading and independent readers to 
share their understanding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                    

In writing, the students have been creating  
narratives. They have used the structure of a story 
they know and adapt it into their own story. 
The students are looking forward to having an  
opportunity to publish their completed work and 
share their stories with their peers.  
                    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Mathematics Reminders 

During our unit on fractions the students have  
enjoyed being able to model and recognise halves, 
quarters, thirds and fifths. They have used concrete 
materials and created their own representations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Keep up our reading at home. 
 
Please make sure students are dressing warmly at 
school. 
 
Ensure all clothes have names on them.  



Grade 3 & 4 - TEAM NEWS 

Shane Freer -  Grade 3 & 4 
Reading Writing 

To begin Term 3, in reading the students have been  
focussing on what reading fluency looks like and they  
identified a key focus : 

 Accuracy 

 Speed of reading 

 Expression 

 Punctuation 
 

Students participated in ‘Readers Theatre’ where they 
played and read different roles from a story. They  
immersed themselves into the story and characters  
focusing on fluency and engagement.  
 

Now students are focusing on reading procedure text.  
They are learning to read and interpret instructions using 
accuracy in their understanding of the vocabulary used 
and the sequence of instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

To begin Term 3, students edited and included extra  
detail into their information reports. They worked in pairs 
to cross check grammar and key information.  
 
Students then finally started to type up a good copy of 
their information reports adding pictures for more detail 
and understanding.  
 
Now students are planning and writing procedure pieces.  
They are identifying their own procedure goal, purpose 
and audience before the planning process. 

Mathematics Reminders 

During this term’s unit of work in maths, teachers raided 
their cupboards to find a plethora of different sized  
containers. 
 
Students had the chance to investigate volume and  
capacity with blocks, rice, water and sand. Students  
estimated the capacity of a range of containers using the 
unit milliliters. 
 
We are now beginning our mathematics unit on fractions.  
We look forward to sharing this learning with families next 
week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep up our reading at home. 
 
Please make sure students are dressing warmly at 
school. 
 
Ensure all clothes have names on them. 



Grade 5 & 6 - TEAM NEWS 

Stacee Kingdon- Grade 5 & 6 

Reading Writing 

In Reading, students have been focussing on identifying 
the key features of non fiction and how we use these fea-
tures to tune into the text. Students have identified sub-
headings, glossaries, index, analytical images and lan-
guage features. They have been identifying subject specif-
ic words and technical language within these texts and 
sharing their understanding of these words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students have enjoyed using a variety of non fiction 
texts including texts related to the Olympic Games during 
shared reading, guided reading and independent reading 
sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 In Writing, students have been planning ideas for an 
information report. They have been identifying the  pur-
pose and the intended audience and selecting relevant 
ideas to include in their reports.  
 
 
Students have been using a variety of resources to gath-
er their information including non fiction texts and rele-
vant websites, where they have identified the important 
keywords and phrases when researching. We have fo-
cused on developing skills in note taking when research-
ing our selected topic. 

 
  
  

Mathematics Integrated Studies 

In Mathematics, students have been demonstrating their 
knowledge of the features of three dimensional shapes. 
We have explored creating symmetrical images using a 
variety of hands-on activities. Students discussed and 
identified the differences and similarities of lines of sym-
metry and rotational symmetry. 
 
The students have enjoyed reading and interpreting data 
sets in relation to the Olympic Games. They have explored 
how to interpret, analyse and evaluate data sets by asking 
and answering questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Grade 5 / 6 we have been celebrating the Tokyo 
Olympics in our own way! The children are competing for 
gold, silver and bronze medals through completing vari-
ous academic challenges that span across English, 
Maths, Visual Arts, Creativity and Music. The challenges 
are open-ended in each of the categories and the stu-
dents must work collaboratively in their teams in order to 
win a medal for their teams! We have seen some crea-
tive dances, wonderful posters in the epic battle for gold, 
silver and bronze! 
  
  
  
  



Scholastic Book Club 

Specialist - TEAM NEWS 

Ella Xu - Chinese Language 

Grade 3 & 4 Grade 5 & 6 

I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all of our  
students. It has been wonderful to see all 3/4 students who 
are so ready to learn Chinese this semester. Our students 
appear to be very settled and well-rested. With many skills  
to build upon during this term, students have expressed 
much excitement around learning the songs they heard last 
term. Through songs and role-plays, students communicate 
with their peers using greetings such as “ni hao ma? (how 
are you?)” and “wo hen hao, xie xie (I’m good, thanks)”.  
They will also learn Chinese numbers from 1 to 100 and  
continue to develop their numeracy skills such as counting 
and calculating in Chinese. This term, students will reinforce 
their language learning through classroom games and digital  
educational games such as Bingo, Kahoot and Wordwall. 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

It is fantastic to see the students so excited to get 
back into their learning. We have had a great start to 
term 3. The students have all settled in well, with 
many exciting learning opportunities planned for this 
term. Throughout this term, students will be having 
many virtual tours to major cities of China, such as 
Beijing, Shanghai, Xi’an and Hong Kong, to  
experience the local lifestyle, authentic food and visit 
the various tourist attractions. They will be learning a 
variety of transport and how to use them to go about 
the city. When it comes to local cuisine, they will be 
learning how to read a menu and order food. ICT will 
be integrated into their language learning, and  
students will enhance their vocabulary and grammar 
through Kahoot, Quizlet, Gimkit and Blooket. At the 
end of term 3, students will inquire into Chinese  
culture through ink brush painting. They will learn the 
essential brush painting techniques to create their own 
masterpiece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 5 2021 - Orders Due Monday 16th August 
 
 
 
Dear Families, 
Our school is participating in Scholastic Book Club again this year.  Up to twice a term during the school year, your child will bring 
home a Book Club catalogue with a different selection of books to order for all ages. 
 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 3 2021 catalogues will be sent home with all children today.  All orders are to be made online through 
Book Club LOOP. There will be no cash orders this year, only online orders. 
It is easy to order.  The Book Club LOOP platform for parents allows you to play by credit card.  Your child’s order is submitted  
directly to school and the books will be delivered to class.  You can place your child’s order at scholastic.com.au/LOOP or by using 
the LOOP app, which can be downloaded from the App Store. 
 

If you get stuck and need help, simply call Scholastic Book Club friendly customer service team on 1800 021 233 between the hours 
of 8:30am to 5pm or phone/email the school and I will be more than happy to help. 
  
Orders are due Monday 16th August 
  
How to Order 
1.     Simply grab your child’s Book Club catalogue and either sign in or register your account. 
2.     Click on ORDER and then select Golden Square Primary School and your child’s class 
3. Add your child’s first name and last  initial (so that teachers at school will know who the book is for) 
4.      Enter the item number from  the Book Club catalogue. 
5.      All orders are sent directly to our school account for submission to Scholastic.  Books will be delivered to your child’s  
         classroom if you order by the close date. 
6.     There is no need to return paper order forms or payment receipts to school. 
  
Thanks you and happy reading 
Marita Eddy 
 



 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 
 

Goal 1 
To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 
1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 
1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC approach. 
1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and 

evaluation of data to inform student learning growth and achievement. 
 

Goal 2 
All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 
    Key Improvement Strategies 
    2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   
    2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure engagement,
        wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 
 
Goal 3 
To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 
   Key Improvement Strategies 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework 
and Respectful Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships between 
the school and its stakeholders. 

 




