


Student Awards -
Values Awards

● Brooklyn McC - for her willingness and resilience to give things a go. Well done!
● Joel W - for being the best! Joel is such a wonderful, thoughtful and caring member of our class community.
● Maysie H - for being respectful to others by listening and responding during group activities.
● Cooper W - for consistently following the expectations and routines of 1/2 McMillan.
● Mia H - for being a great helper on 3/4 McKenzie.
● Maci W - for working hard on your narrative as part of your VHAP project. Keep up the great work, Maci!
● Matilda C - for demonstrating consideration and kindness to her classmates at all times.
● Pepper D - for showcasing her resilience in every class challenge.
● Sophie L - for promoting a sense of community in the class through kindness to all.
● Sophie M - for her valued contributions to class discussions.
● Chaise H - for his positive attitude towards learning and for always trying his best. Keep up the great work

Chaise.
● Lilly N - for being a learner by persisting with a challenging maths question.
● Shelby D - for always looking out for her friends and treating them with respect.

Reading Awards
● Imogen D - for consistently contributing to class discussions during shared reading!
● Finn M - for trying really hard at sounding out tricky words in our reading conferences.
● Abygail P - for completing all her ‘literacy circle’ tasks on time, listening to others and answering questions from

our class text ‘Holes’.
● Trinnity B - for her text understanding of the book ‘Shopping’.
● William H - for 125 nights of reading.
● Jensen A - for using the skill of re-reading when it doesn’t make sense.
● Jacoby N - for carefully reading ‘Holes’ and keeping track of your reading so that you are able to participate in

group discussions. Awesome work!
● Poppy H - for demonstrating fluency and expression in her reading.
● Hser Eh M - for reading our class text confidently aloud to the group.
● Aaliyah S - for improved accuracy and fluency when reading.
● Tiberius C - for using a variety of reading strategies to solve unknown words.
● Baxter G - for completing 100 nights of reading. Congratulations Baxter.
● Sylvie P - for completing 100 nights of home reading. Congratulations!
● Lily B - for competing 100 nights of home reading. Congratulations!
● Maddyson H - for saying the first sound in a word and matching it with the picture.
● Jarrod C - for having the courage to share his imaginative illustrator drawing with the class.
● Xavier B - for making inferences during guided reading.
● Jackson M - for reaching 100 nights of reading. Well done Jackson
● Max H - for reaching 100 nights of reading. Congratulations Max

Thought of the Week
“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to

live by them.”

Term 2 Early Finish
A reminder to all families that the finish time on the last day of this term is 2:30 pm. For our new families who are not
familiar with the end of term arrangements, 2:30 pm is our finish time on the final day of Terms 1, 2 and 3. Term 4 finishes
at an earlier time again at 1:30 pm. Hoping this helps with people’s organisation. We will remind near the end of each
term still.

Final Assembly
The final assembly of the term is to be held on Friday 23rd June at 9:15 am. Children who were listed as awards winners
in last week’s newsletter, along with this week’s award winners, will be receiving their award. This week’s assembly will be
at the normal time of 2:45 pm. We hope to see you there.

Working Bee - Monday 19th June
Please come along to our working bee on Monday 19th June, after school at
3:15 pm. Buildings and Grounds have planned to spread a new layer of
softfall around the Prep/1 playground area and sand in the sandpit. Please
come along and bring your drink bottle, rake, shovel, gloves and
wheelbarrow. The more hands will make light work, so we look forward to
seeing many parents and friends in attendance.



Pre-Review Self Evaluation Report
Our School Council held an extraordinary meeting on Tuesday night where the information from the pre-review
self-evaluation report was shared with the members to seek their feedback and endorsement.

As a school we have got some achievements that we should all be very proud of. School Council are looking for the best
ways to communicate the successes with everyone so they become known and celebrated amongst all members of the
community.

We wished to thank everyone who contributed to this process as your input was looked at and themes found to be
included in the report. A reminder from last week that the dates of our review are as follows:

● Validation Day - 12th July
● Field Days - 24th July to 26th July
● Final Panel Day - 9th August

Parent/Carer forums will be held on these days, however, the exact times will not be known until after Validation Day.
These times will be shared with you once they are confirmed.

Casual Clothes Day
We will be holding a CASUAL clothes day onWEDNESDAY 21st JUNE to support State Schools Relief. Many of our
families benefit from State Schools Relief, especially in relation to uniforms. All students are asked to please bring a
gold coin donation to support this wonderful cause that assists so many of our families.Thank you in advance for your
support. 31st May 2023

Special Pizza Day Lunch
We will be holding a Pizza Day on Wednesday 21st of June. The orders and payment will be due by 16th of
June. All order forms and payment need to be returned to the office. EFTPOS available at the office. There will be 2
flavour options to choose from, those being: Hawaiian (ham,cheese,pineapple) and Cheese. It will be $2 for 2 slices.
Order forms were sent home last week, we have spares in the office if needed. Late orders cannot be accepted.
A huge thank you to the office staff who have worked really hard to organise this.

School Production - HELP NEEDED
Our school production is coming up fast and we need your help with making this production the best it can be.
We require assistance with sourcing and making props.

We are looking for parents/family/carers who are willing to go on the hunt and get creative to source and create props for
this year’s production, The Little Mermaid. We are off to a flying start with the creation of lots of ‘seaweed’ stage props but
require all hands on deck to ensure we can make and find everything we need to set the scene and compliment the hard
work of our students.

If you are interested in becoming part of our parent helper team please contact Claire Osborne at
claire.osborne@education.vic.gov.au.

School Production - DONATIONS
We are looking for donations of items. The items we require at this stage are:

○ Buckets
○ Thick rope for ship scene
○ Brooms and/or mops

If you have any of these items in good condition that you are happy to part with please drop these off at the school office.
Thanks so much, all help is greatly appreciated.

https://www.gsquareps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/newsletter_16_term_2_week_6_2023.pdf
mailto:claire.osborne@education.vic.gov.au


Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge - repeat notice

Congratulations to these students who are over halfway toward reaching their goal for the Premier’s Reading Challenge.
Keep up the great reading:
Jack At - 93% Charlotte S - 60% Madelyn B - 73% Stella B - 80%
Kayde Q - 67% Tasman R - 83% James M - 63% Saylah Q - 53%
Poppy N - 73% Gwen C - 53% Nicola P - 87% Adam S - 93%
Isla A - 93% Matilda C - 50% Lahni N - 53% Tiberius C - 60%
Talia D - 73% Annabelle M - 67% Olivia D - 53%

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our library teacher, Claire Osborne, via phone at the school
office or email: Claire.osborne@education.vic.gov.au.

Jump Rope For Heart

Jump Rope for Heart kicks off this term at Golden Square Primary School

This year we are participating in Jump Rope for Heart. Students will be provided with the opportunity to move in a way that they
may not have before. Students will be skipping during PE lessons and at lunchtimes. There will be some mini competitions along
the way. Keep an eye out in the newsletters and in your classrooms.

Jump Rope for Heart is the Heart Foundation’s primary school skipping challenge that helps kids move more, have fun and raise
funds for lifesaving research and programs.

We will hold our school Jump Off Day on June 23. This will mark the end of the program and is a chance for everyone to come
together to skip and show off their newly learned skills.

Thank you for supporting the Jump Rope for Heart program!

Students have the opportunity to develop their skipping skills with Miss McMillan at lunchtime every Thursday for the remainder of
the term. The last couple of weeks with the juniors have been great to see students try something new.

Amy McMillan

Junior Sport Coordinator

Scholastic Book Club Issue 4 2023 - Orders closed

Thanks to all families who made a purchase through Book Club Issue 4. Orders for
this issue are now closed and we look forward to the arrival of your orders shortly.

Every Book Club order that you place supports our school as Scholastic gives back
15% of your total order spend to our school as Scholastic Rewards. These rewards
allow us to continue to purchase high quality reading materials, in turn providing your
family access to quality books and learning materials, and helping to create
literacy-rich homes, schools and communities.

Thanks again for your support and happy reading!

Claire Osborne
Library teacher

mailto:Claire.osborne@education.vic.gov.au


PREP - TEAM NEWS
Reading Writing
In Reading children have been learning to make
predictions by looking at the front cover and thinking about
what the story might be about. They have been learning to
make connections as they read to help build their
understanding.

I think they will be mean because the book is called
‘Meanies’ - Chaise H

I think the Meanies will distract each other. - Joanna C

I think the Meanies will mess up the house. - Tiberius C

In Writing the children have been working on publishing
their information reports on animals. They include
information about their appearance, diet, habitat and
classification.

Mathematics Reminders
In Maths children have continued to measure items using
informal units such as unifix blocks and counters. They
have used language such as ‘tall, taller, short, shortest’ to
describe, order and compare different objects. Students
enjoyed measuring the length of their shoe using unifix
blocks.

25 nights:

50 nights:

Arlo J

75 nights:

100 nights:

Jackson M, Max H, Sylvie P, Lily B, Baxter G

125 nights:

Amelia T, Arabella C, Chloe N, James W, Logan D,

Vijendran D, April M, Carter M



Grade 1 & 2 - TEAM NEWS
Reading and Writing Mathematics
This week in reading and writing we have been taking a
look at recounting events from the texts we have been
reading. When reading a narrative we have been reminded
about using our five finger retelling strategy of telling about
the characters, setting, events, problem and solution in the
story. We have also been writing our own recounts, about
our weekend and our excursion.

This week in maths we have been continuing our work on
subtraction strategies and revising some place value. We
are also beginning to look at collecting and representing
data through the use of picture graphs.

Integrated/ PE Reminders
Over the next two weeks we will be focusing on our
skipping skills, culminating with our Jump Rope For Heart
next week.

INTEGRATED:

This week we have continued to think about designing our
own Big Thing for Bendigo. We have been brainstorming
as a class and with a partner all the possibilities, including,
The Big Dragon, The Big Gold Nugget and The Big Golden
Square! We also had a lot of fun at our publishing party
sharing our information reports on a Big Thing in Australia!!

As the weather starts to get colder, please remember to
send your child in suitable clothing with labels on jackets
and jumpers.
Keep up with your nightly reading. Remember to bring your
reader bag and reading diary to school each day so that
you can change your readers over.

UPCOMING EVENTS/ DATES:

Thursday June 15th - Excursion
The 1/2 team just wanted to address some expectations
for the students uniform tomorrow for our local excursion.

● Students are to be in full school winter uniform
(trackies/pants/ school jumper with a logo)

● Students are welcomed to wear a raincoat if they
wish (as long as they are wearing a school logo
jumper) to keep them from the rain

● Appropriate footwear (runners/sneakers) so
students are comfortable for walking around in all
day

Lunch and snacks in a named plastic zip lock bag (no
lunchboxes please). Please bring a named drink bottle.

It is important that we represent the school appropriately
by wearing the correct uniform.

PLEASE BE AWARE BUSES LEAVE AT 9

Thank you for your understanding in advance!

Wednesday June 21st - Pizza Lunch Day
Friday June 23rd - Last Day, 2.30pm finish.
Jump Rope for Heart - Jump off at assembly at 9.15am.



Grade 3 & 4 - TEAM NEWS

Reading Writing
We've continued our reading of "Nim's Island" by Wendy
Orr. As we explored the book this week, we learned about
onomatopoeia, which is when words imitate sounds. This
helped us visualise the story better, from the crashing
waves to the screeching birds. We also practised inferring
character traits by observing the characters' actions,
thoughts, and dialogue. It was a fun and engaging way to
analyse their personalities. We learned about sea turtles in
a related lesson and sharpened our summarising skills
using Single Paragraph Outlines.

In writing this week, students have created their own
national anthem for their island. They have explored a
variety of national anthems from other countries to help
them develop their ideas. Within their anthem they needed
to include their island name, features of their island, flag as
well as their island values. The students have done a
wonderful job incorporating their ideas into an engaging
song.

Mathematics Reminders
In maths this week, students have been looking at
multiplication, in particular 0, 1, 2, 5 and 10 facts. They
were introduced to the ‘Times table Champ’ challenge
which requires them to answer fifty multiplication facts in
under three minutes. If they can answer each question
correctly, they will move on to the next level.

We are encouraging all students to practise their times
tables at home to increase their recall!

Congratulations to:

100 Nights: Dean K

75 Nights: Henry M

50 Nights:

25 Nights:



Grade 5 & 6 - TEAM NEWS

Mathematics Writing

This week grades 5/ 6 have turned their focus to solving
worded maths problems involving addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division.

As we make our writing more informative students in
grades 5 and 6 have added graphics to compliment their
writing. Students have searched for suitable pictures,
diagrams, charts and labels and thought about their
audience and how these graphics may benefit the reader
and the information they are trying to deliver.

Reading Integrated

This week we are completing ‘Story Summariser’ as we
finish the remaining chapters of our class text Holes.
Students will aim to complete a short 5 sentence summary
of the events including the following:

● Who were the main characters?
● What they were doing?
● Where were they there?
● When did this happen?
● What was the end result?

Literature Circle: Students discussing the previous
chapters.

Students used critical thinking and problem solving skills to
survive being stranded on a desert island. What would you
take from your supplies if you could only grab four items?



Specialist - ICT
Ben Suter

Preps and Grade 1/2

The Preps and Grade 1/2s have looked at how gears and cogs work. First, they read the cogs book to think about gears
working together and the direction of rotation (anti-clockwise and clockwise). They then watched a video about how
LEGO gears increase the speed of a wheel (RPM). Lastly, they added and re-sized gears using Gear Generator. Which
ones turn faster? The smaller gears with less teeth!

Grade 3/4 STEM – Bridge Design

Our Grade 3/4 STEM students have finished exploring the topic of Bridge
Design. They learnt about different types of bridges and what makes them
strong. They built and load tested paper bridges. They then created marshmallow
and toothpick bridges (look at all those triangles…!).
Students also compared different truss bridge designs and tested their own using Bridge Designer on the computers.
To finish off the project, they have teamed up to create some amazing bridges using Minecraft. Who knows… we may
have some future engineers in the making. Well done everyone!



Grade 5/6 STEM – LEGO Robotics – A great display of design, construction and coding.

Robotic Turtle: Wolf Team:
Created by Ava, Lily G, Isabella and Daniella. Created by Tyson, Sebastian, Patrick and Nathan.

Robotic Caterpillar: Robotic Peacock:
Created by Declan, Nate, Riley and Kayde. Created by Grace and Joanna.

(When this peacock sees the colour red, it stops and
and then fans out its tail).



HPV News

Students have been lucky to avoid the rain as they prepare for the Sandown
race in July. HPV team riders have ridden either Ghost or Pacman or both on
Tuesday night around Tom Flood Sports Centre. The focus has been for
students to ride in both trikes so that they become accustomed to the
steering, brakes and gearing. Although it’s not a race, riders have been able
to take the trikes up to speed and get a feel for what it will be like in a race.
Some of the team have even been brave enough to complete some passing
manoeuvres. One of the quickest times for one lap of the track is 41
seconds.



School-Wide Positive Behaviour

News from the SWPBS team

Supporting your child's school with their behaviour can greatly contribute to a positive and
effective learning environment.

Here are someways you can support us inmanaging your child's behaviour:

Open communication:
Maintain open lines of communication with your child's teacher and school staff. Regularly check in
with them to discuss your child's behaviour, any concerns, or updates. Be proactive in sharing relevant
information about your child's needs, strengths, and challenges.

Reinforce school expectations:
Familiarize yourself with the GSPS behaviour expectations, rules, and policies. Ensure your child
understands and follows these expectations consistently. Reinforce these expectations at home by
setting clear boundaries, discussing appropriate behaviour, and reinforcing positive choices.

Maintain consistent routines and structure:
Establish a consistent daily routine at home, including consistent bedtimes, mealtimes, and homework
schedules. A structured routine at home helps children develop self-discipline, which can positively
impact their behaviour at school.

Promote a positive attitude:
Encourage a positive attitude towards school and learning. Emphasize the importance of respecting
teachers, peers, and school staff. Praise and acknowledge your child's efforts and achievements,
fostering a sense of pride andmotivation in their academic pursuits.

Collaborate on behaviour strategies:
Collaborate with the school and your child's teacher to develop behaviour management strategies that
can be implemented consistently at home and school.Work together to reinforce positive behaviours
and address any challenges or concerns that arise.

Remember, a strong partnership
between home and school is
essential in supporting your child's
behaviour and overall development.



Berry Street Education Model

BSEM News

A day in the life of a Golden Square Primary School student.

What does a typical day look like for a student who attends a school that implements the Berry Street
Education Model?

At the start of the days
At the start of the day, all students gather for a Morning Circle. The circle is a great time to welcome
students, frame the learning for the day, and help everyone ‘be ready to learn’.

Students also show where they are on the ‘Ready to Learn’ scale - generally starting at 1 being ‘I am
not ready to learn’, up to 5 ‘I am ready to learn’. This helps staff find out how students are feeling and
what support they need that day. We help take care of their wellbeing, so they feel safe and ready to
learn.

During the circles, we might do meditation, breathing exercises, games and other activities to start
the day positively.

During the day for the whole class
Once students are ready to learn, they begin their class timetable. Depending on whether our
students are in Prep, 1/2 , 3/4 , or 5/6 will dictate what curriculum will be taught. These classes range
from literacy and numeracy, to specialist classes such as Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Library,
Language and ICT.

During classes, while each student works on the lesson’s learning intentions, teachers work with
students one-on-one to have the support they need to meet each of their individual goals. These
goals range from learning to social goals.

The teacher also use short ‘brain breaks’ throughout the day to build stamina and refocus students’
minds.

During the day for individuals
Our Education and Wellbeing support staff are in and out of the classroom all day, available to help
our students. If a student needs additional one-to-one support, they are there to help so that students
are ready to learn and engage with the lesson. They use strategies like talking through how students
are feeling, using focus plans to support students returning to the classroom and addressing
individual goals on their individual education plans (IEP’s).

Hope this helps to paint the picture of what BSEM looks like at Golden Square Primary School.

Kind regards from your friendly Mental Health and Wellbeing Team



We will be holding a CASUAL clothes day onWEDNESDAY 21st JUNE to support State Schools Relief.
All students are asked to please bring a gold coin donation to support this wonderful cause that assists so many of our

families.
Thank you in advance for your support.



















Calendar
Golden Square Primary School – Term 2 2023

Term 2
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 8 12th June 13th June 14th June 15th June 16th June

Public Holiday - King’s
Birthday

Division 2 Soccer Grade 1/2 Local Excursion School Assembly
@ 2:45 pm

Week 9 19th June 20th June 21st June 22nd June 23rd June

Working Bee @ 3:15 pm Reports go home
International Make Music
Day
Casual Clothes Day - Gold
coin donation
Pizza Lunch Day

School Council Meeting 4 School Assembly @ 9:15
pm
Reports open on Compass
Report data upload
CASES21
Last day Term 2
2:30 pm finish


