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We would like to pay our respect to the Dja Dja Wurrung people, the Traditional 
Custodians of this Land on which we gather today and pay our respects to the Elders 
past, present and emerging.  
 
REMOTE & FLEXIBLE LEARNING 
As you are aware, there has been some changes to the children’s learning program as a result of the news 
that this period of remote and flexible learning had been extended. For some of you the changes have 
been welcome and supportive of your child’s learning needs. For others, the changes have made things a 
little more difficult to manage whilst juggling the commitments of your own work places as you may feel 
you have to have your child participate in everything because it is offered. 
 
The title of ‘remote and flexible’ learning is very important and reflects that we understand that there does 
need to be flexibility as everyone’s circumstances are different. Here are just some of the variables: the 
number of children in the home; the number of adults in the home; whether the adults are ‘working from 
home’ and what this looks like for them; essential workers who work varying shifts and therefore may have 
different time availabilities to support their children; and, the different beliefs that you all have around 
what is important and what is not.  
 
What we have implemented is a program that allows you to choose how your child can engage with the 

learning on a daily basis. The wellbeing check-ins are at the start of the day. This may be a time that works 

for your child to be on-line and engage with their peers and teacher. There can be general conversations, 

games, story reading, or asking of questions if there is uncertainty about anything. Messages and 

reminders can also be passed on at this time.  

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



There are three ‘Whole class’ workshops delivered a week that last for 30 minutes each. One workshop’s focus is 
reading, one writing and the other is Mathematics. This is an opportunity for your child to receive instruction to assist 
with the learning that is occurring in their learning packs and develop stronger understandings of the content. This 
takes away the need for the parent or carer to be the teacher and may be of great assistance to some families. 
 
Every child also has the opportunity to participate in a single guided group session of 30 minute duration once a week. 
The focus of this session will be determined by your child’s classroom teacher and specifically focuses on the learning 
needs of your child. The groups are small in number. It is a fantastic way for your child to receive targeted support or 
extension.    
 
The learning packs that are available on the school website and hardcopies that are available for collection from the 
school, provide learning tasks for the children to complete each school day. There are English packs (focusing on 
reading and writing), Mathematic packs, Health & Physical Education activities, and also some specialist activities. The 
learning in these packs can be completed at any time during the day and the completed work brought back to the 
school when picking up the new pack. If your child is just completing the learning pack and not engaging in any of the 
online lessons, a simple email to confirm with your classroom teacher of your child’s attendance is all that is required. 
 
There are also specialist sessions scattered throughout the timetable as well that students may choose to opt into 
depending on their interests. 
 
This program has also been designed to enable the children who are requiring on-site supervision to participate in the 

same learning as the children at home and also for us to be able to staff the on-site supervision required in a safe 

manner. 

We hope you can understand the complexities of implementing a learning program that meets everyone’s needs and 

wants and remind you all to remember there are various options available to you as we deliver remote and flexible 

learning. 

PREP 2022 READINESS FOR SCHOOL INFORMATION SESSION 
Parents and carers who have enrolled children in our school for Prep in 2022 will have received an email yesterday to 
invite them to a Readiness for School session today at 6:00 pm. The session will be held virtually and if you are seeking 
information about this as you are unsure of how to log in to the session or cannot find the email, then please do not 
hesitate to phone the office between 8:30 am and 4:00 pm to have your questions answered. If you are seeking 
support after these hours, you can email Leanne.Miller@education.vic.gov.au or  
Jessica.Tomlinson@education.vic.gov.au . 
 
R U OK? DAY 
Tomorrow is R U OK? Day. Do you know how the people in your world are really going? As close are we might be, 
sometimes it’s hard to tell. Life’s ups and downs happen to all of us so chances are someone you know might be 
struggling. Taking the time to ask someone how they are really going could change a life. 
 
There is further information about this day on our school website in the R U OK? Day article. Our student leaders have 
been busy planning the day, however, with the interruption, we will highlight the importance of checking in on each 
other as a regular habit when we are all back together. Thanks student leaders for your great work with  
Mrs Hollingsworth! 
 

ON-SITE BOOKING FORM FOR WEEK 10 OF TERM 3 
A new link to the on-site booking form has been sent out on Compass and is also included on our school website in the 

article titled, Remote and Flexible Learning. Thank you to every family that has been doing an amazing job by 

registering by the closing time. This simple action has a positive impact on the organisation of staffing and assists 

greatly in managing the delivery of our learning program for every child whether they be on or off-site. Updated 

authorised worker permits are required and they must have the relevant dates included on them. 

VICTORIA NATURE FESTIVAL 
The upcoming Victoria Nature Festival will offer Victoria’s students the opportunity to tune into nature while learning 
from home. 
 

The Victoria Nature Festival begins on Saturday 11 September and will run until Sunday 26 September, offering a great 
range of engaging digital resources and events for students of all ages. 
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The festival offers content such as videos, virtual excursions and webinars sourced from festival partners including 
Traditional Owners, Parks Victoria, Zoos Victoria, the Royal Botanic Gardens, the Phillip Island Nature Parks.    
 
Highlights of the online program include:   
 
 Phillip Island virtual penguin parade 
 Virtual meditation in the Royal Botanic Gardens 
 Digital resources that support year three to six teachers to embed nature-based learning in the classroom 
 An online nature seminar 
 Zoos Victoria’s Animals at Home. 
 
Victoria Nature Festival videos 
 

Refer to the list below to access the range of videos available on the festival website: 
 

 Meet one of our Cultural Ambassadors for the Victoria Nature Festival, Tammy Gilson 
 Once thought to be extinct, watch the recovery of the Mountain Pygmy-possum 
 Be immersed in the splendour that is nature 
 Learn about a Wadawurrung-led cultural burn, with many organisations working together to improve the 

grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plains 
 See how expert teams from Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria are working to salvage and 

protect threatened plants after the 2019-20 bushfires 
 Learn more about frogs and how they play an important part in our eco-system and find out about how to 

participate in an important citizen science program. 

About Victoria Nature Festival 
 

Victoria Nature Festival is delivered by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning with partners Parks 
Victoria, Phillip Island Nature Parks, Zoos Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens, Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal 
Corporation, Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations, Vic Catchments, EPA Victoria, Trust for Nature, 
Sustainability Victoria, Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability and Remember the Wild.  
 
Find out more 
 
For more information, refer to the Victoria Nature Festival website to access the full list of resources and events 
available. 
 
For further enquiries, contact the Victoria Nature Festival team by email: vicnaturefestival@delwp.vic.gov.au 
 
FINAL DAY OF TERM 
Friday the 17th of September is the final day of the school term. This means that on-site supervision will finish at 2:30 
pm on this day rather than 3:15 pm. Families requiring care for their children after this time can book their child into 
Camp Australia’s Out of School Hours Care program. 
 
STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES – repeat notice 
Student led conferences will be occurring throughout the next two weeks from Tuesday 7th September to Friday 17th 

September. All conferences will be conducted through webex or via telephone. These conferences provide teachers, 

students and families with the opportunity to connect, celebrate progress, review and set individual student learning 

goals.  Bookings will be able to be made through Compass and will be open on Monday afternoon. A student voice 

template which will support your child in having these conversations that will be sent out separately on a Compass 

notification, has been provided as part of this coming week’s learning pack and will be available on our website.  

Leanne Miller (Principal) and Marita Eddy (Assistant Principal) 
 
 

 “The best way to predict your future is to create it.” 
 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance to child abuse 
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To the following Students 
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SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

 
Goal 1 
To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous 
focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 
1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable 

curriculum. 
1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders 

using an embedded PLC approach. 
1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and 

consistent collection, use and evaluation of data to inform 
student learning growth and achievement. 

Goal 2 
All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 
    Key Improvement Strategies 
    2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their                  
       learning.   
    2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership         
      model in the school to ensure engagement, wellbeing and  
      achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 
Goal 3 
To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 
   Key Improvement Strategies 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive 
Behaviour Support framework and Respectful Relationships 
throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and 
inclusive partnerships between the school and its 
stakeholders. 

 
SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORTS 

 
The Science of Behaviour has taught us:  
 
 Students are not born with bad behaviours.  

 Students do not learn better ways of behaving when only given negative/unpleasant consequences.  

 To learn better ways of behaving, students must be directly taught the expected behaviours.  

 To retain new behaviours, students must be given specific, positive feedback and opportunities to 

practice in a variety of settings where the behaviours should be used. 

 

The Tie between Academic and Social Outcomes 
 
There is a close connection between academic and social competence. Successful students and adults have 
both. 
 
Outcomes are what we expect to achieve. Outcomes from the work we are doing as part of our SWPBS jour-
ney are social competence and academic achievement attained through culturally inclusive systems, data 
and practices. Although the focus of the work of SWPBS is on improving behavioural outcomes for students, 
we know there is a close tie between behaviour and academics. Academic success is directly related to be-
haviour, and vice versa.  
 
We are still running our mascot and slogan competition. See examples in today’s newsletter again. 
Competition closes this Friday 10th September. 
 
SWPBS Tier 1 Team 



Looking after your Mental Health at GSPS 
 

Over the next few newsletters we are going to look at the 6 key elements 
important for wellbeing. 

 
This week we will look at understanding emotions and ways to help our children 

with this. 

Understanding emotions 
Understanding emotions helps your child to understand themselves and other people. We can do this by 
focusing on recognising, expressing and managing emotions. Understanding emotions is key to building  

empathy and self-awareness. 
Below are some age appropriate activities that you can do at home with your child. 

  

Foundation 
  

Goal: Understanding our emotions. 
  
Activity: With your child, name the different  
emotions that characters in your favourite TV show 
or story book are feeling. How many can you name? 
Ask: How can we work out what emotions other 
people are feeling? 

  

Grade 1&2 
Goal: Understand our emotions. 
  
Activity: Play emotional charades with members of 
your family. Each person acts out an emotion and 
family members guess the emotion/ feeling.  
Personal strengths 
 
Goal: Understand situations that can trigger  
different emotions. 
  
Activity: Your child asks a family member how they 
would feel if: 
 • They were starting a new school or job 
 • Their friend had told everyone a secret they  
shared with them 
• They had won a prize. 
 

Grade 3&4 
  

Goal: Develop language to identify and describe 
emotions. 
  
Activity: Name and describe the emotions of a 
character in your favourite TV show. Take turns in 
doing this with your child. 
  
Goal: Name positive and negative emotions. 
  
Activity: Name three positive and three negative 
emotions you experienced today. Ask your child to 
name three positive and three negative emotions 
they experienced. Ask: How did it look, sound and 
feel? 

Grade 5&6 
  

Goal: Understand our emotions. 
  
Activity: Go around the dinner table and have each 
person share three emotions that they felt that day 
and why. 
  
Goal: Understand others’ emotions. 
  
Activity: Encourage your child to tell a person in 
your family about their day. The listener tries to 
guess what emotions your child would have felt  
during their day 

  





SWPBS 
We are running a competition for students and teachers to design a mascot and accompanying slogan for our School 
Wide Positive Behaviour Supports matrix. In this week’s newsletter, you will find examples of matrixes from other 
schools and their mascots. The competition is open to all students and teachers with entries being due in by  
Friday 10th September. Time will be allocated in classes for students to work on their designs.  



What is R U OK Day?   
 

R U OK is a harm prevention charity that encourages people to stay connected and have conversations that can help 
others that are going through a difficult time in their lives. 
 

R U OK day is focusing on building motivation, confidence and skills of the help-giver-the person who can have a 
meaningful conversation with someone who is struggling with life. It is important to have a conversation with someone if 
you are feeling down. It is guaranteed to help you if you are feeling down because it has helped me before too. 
 

Why is R U OK Day Important? 
R U OK day encourages people to speak about what has been happening in your life that is either making you act or feel 
that way. It's important to talk to someone so they can help you with something that has been going on. The key 
message is that social connectedness and positive help seeking can assist people in crisis and is a whole of community 
responsibility.  
 

Why do we Wear Yellow?  
Remember to wear yellow! Students of GSPS should wear yellow to remind them of the importance of asking "R U OK?" 
Yellow symbolizes optimism, joy, happiness and friendship. it also might stand for intellect. 
 

What are we Doing on the Day? 
On Thursday, September the 9th we will be celebrating R U OK day. Everyone is encouraged to wear yellow to celebrate 
the special day. We will be getting special learning packs with some fun activities inside. There will be a few websites you 
will be able to go to if you want to learn; the dance for R U OK day as well as the lyrics and some colouring ins and 
buntings. There will be some links down below that you could go to and learn some more about R U OK day and the 
website to learn the dance and have some colouring time, as well as some more exciting activities. 
 

https://www.ruok.org.au/ 
 

https://www.gsquareps.vic.edu.au/ 
 
Written by Madison H 
On behalf of the Student Leadership Team 
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