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MOVING INTO REMOTE LEARNING RETURNING TO SCHOOL 
 
What a tumultuous week this has been as we quickly adjusted our thinking to accept that we had 
moved back into remote learning to all of a sudden, jump straight back out again. Neither move 
was anticipated and, as always, we thank everyone for their absolute commitment to the children 
at this time.  
 
Our value of resilience is so pertinent and it is interesting to consider what it actually means to be 

resilient. We often think resilience means that we just bounce back and can remain positive 

during adversity. It is worth considering resilience as not meaning that we don’t experience stress 

or emotional upheaval but that it includes working through the emotions that we are feeling. 

Reaching out and asking for help to work through adversity should be considered a strength that 

resilient people have. They do not expect the problem to be solved for them but work with their 

supports to overcome challenges.  Have you considered who and what support networks are 

available to you and do you know how to access these? Remember to speak to members of our 

wellbeing team if you need help with this.  

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



PARENT/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS OPINION SURVEY 
We want our parents/caregivers/guardians to tell us what they think!  
 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent/
Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that 
is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the 
Parent Opinion Survey). It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of 
school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our 
school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
 
As we have done for the past two years, we will invite all families to participate rather than a small selection. All 
responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be 
conducted from Monday 16th August to Friday 3rd September. 
 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient 
time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will 
be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin 
(Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 

MAINTAINING A HEALTHY COMMUNITY – HEAD LICE (Nits) 
Head lice have been around for thousands of years and anyone can catch them. They do not generally carry 
disease. Did you know that not everyone who has head lice has an urge to itch? Did you know that a simple way 
to help control head lice in your family is to use the ‘conditioner and comb’ method once each week? This 
method involves the following steps: 
 

 Step 1. Comb hair conditioner onto dry, brushed (detangled) hair. This makes it difficult for lice to grip the 
hair or run around. 

 Step 2. Thoroughly comb sections of the hair with a fine tooth head lice comb. 
 Step 3. Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue. 
 Step 4. Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs. 
 Step 5. Repeat the combing for every part of the head at least 4 or 5 times. 
 Step 6. If lice or eggs are found, the person should be treated. 
 

If you find that your child has live head lice, please notify us at the school so we can alert the relevant areas of 
our school community. This will be done sensitively and without identifying your child. 
 

If your child is thought to have live head lice, a note will be sent home at the end of the day. Children with live 
head lice are excluded from school until the day after treatment has commenced and the note you are provided 
with has a section for you to complete to inform us that this has occurred.  
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Our next School Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th August.  
 

SCHOOL NETBALL 
The netball carnival that was scheduled to be held yesterday, will now be held this Friday. It is great the children 
are still able to participate in this event. Go Square! 
 

UPCOMING STUDENT FREE DAY – updated information 
Student free days are days that we take to work together as staff to advance the work outlined in our Annual 
Implementation Plan. We have had to adjust these in response to the impact of COVID-19 as we move in and out 
of remote learning and the restrictions placed on us that impact the way we can collaborate. Our next planned 
day is: 
 

 Monday 6th September.  
 

You will note the day planned for 17th August has been postponed due to the moving in and out of remote 
learning. We recognise the importance of having the children settle back into school routines and the impact that 
remote learning has been having on our families. 



To the following Students 

Charlotte S 

Archer I 

Amelia S 

Charlee-Ann P 

Stella T 

Archer B 

Cooper W 

Austin M 

Mitchell E 

Shelby D 

Mason D 

Toby B 

Sienna E 

Hudson H 

Evier R 

 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND

(CSEF) 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 13TH 

AUGUST 
 

CSEF is available to families who have a 
valid concession card. 

If you are eligible and have not yet applied 
please contact the office.  
 
If you previously applied you do not need to 
apply again. 
 
Please contact the office if you are wanting 
to apply for a student that you have not 
previously applied for eg: prep student. 
 
 
 

 

BOOK WEEK – repeat notice 
Book week is fast approaching and we want to remind everyone that the theme this year is, Old Worlds, New Worlds, 
Other Worlds. All children are invited to share in the fun by coming along in dress up and celebrate the wonderful world 
of books. What day you ask? Friday the 27th of August.  
 
Keep taking care everyone and enjoy the sunshine when you can. 
 
Leanne Miller (Principal) and Marita Eddy (Assistant Principal) 
 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance to child abuse. 

 

HPV NEWS.  
 

Unfortunately last week we received news that Energy Breakthrough that was due to be held in 
Maryborough in November has been cancelled again this year.  
 
This is extremely sad news especially for the grade 6 students. We hope that 2022 bring better 
circumstances and HPV racing can return, not just to Maryborough but to all around the state. 
 
Shane Freer 
Coordinator 



 

Please contact the school if you need assistance and ask for: 

Emma Hollingsworth – Mental Health Coordinator 

Kelli Bailey – Chaplain 

Jo Reid – Wellbeing Officer 



PREP - TEAM NEWS 

Allison Roll - Prep 

Reading Writing 

In Reading we have been reading lots of different 
stories for enjoyment. Before reading, students have 
made predictions using the title and illustrations.  
During reading, we have stopped to decide whether 
the prediction was correct and identified parts in the 
book that gave clues. During and after reading  
students have been asking and answering questions 
to improve their comprehension. We have learnt 
about the question words (who, what, where, how, 
why, when) and using these when asking questions. 
We have also located the answers in the book.  
Students are also learning to ask for clarification of 
any unknown words when they are reading to make 
sure they understand the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            

Over the past two weeks we have been using our 
knowledge of information reports to create an  
imaginary animal. 
  
 
 
  

Mathematics Reminders 

In Mathematics we have been learning about  
subtraction. Students have been learning to write a 
subtraction sum and remembering to always start 
with the biggest number first. They know that the  
answer will be smaller than the number they started 
with. 
Students have been using number lines, counting 
back and items  to solve subtraction equations. We 
have also practised counting backwards from 20 and 
numbers larger than 20. 
We have been learning to say and  write a  
subtraction story to match an equation. 
  
I have 8 computers but 5 got lost. How many are left?  
8-5=3 Abby 
I had 5 puppies but 5 ran away. How many are left? 8
-5=3 Victoria 
Jim has 4 dogs but 3 ran away. How many are left? 4
-3=1 Cooper 
I had 14 nuggets but I ate 7 nuggets. How many are 
left? 14-7=7 William 
Abby had 6 toys but 2 got lost. How many are left? 
6-2=4 Eliza 
 
 
 

 
  

Thank you to all family members who have helped 
out with Remote Learning. Give yourself a pat on 
the back. 
  
  
As the weather is beginning to warm up please re-
member to make sure your child’s jumper is named. 
This will assist us in returning any lost jumpers to 
their rightful owners. 
  
  
Thank you for listening to your child read every 
night.We notice a significant improvement in their 
reading skills when they are able to practice at 
home what they have learnt at school. 



Grade 1 & 2 - TEAM NEWS 

Kristan Fry - Grade 1 & 2 

Reading Writing 

During remote learning this week, our students 
have been predicting, finding the main ideas and 
monitoring as they read to assist their  
comprehension of the story. 
  
During our guided reading sessions, students 
have used online books through the use of pro-
grams such as Epic to develop their reading 
skills and share their understandings. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

In writing, the students have been creating  
narratives during remote learning. They have 
been using picture prompts to create their  
stories and they have enjoyed using their 
sense of imagination! 
The students are looking forward to having an 
opportunity to publish their completed work and 
share their stories with their peers. 
  

Mathematics Reminders 

During remote learning, the students have been 
looking at skip counting forwards and backwards 
to 100 and beyond by different numbers  
including 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. 
  
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Grade 1/2 team would 
like to say thank you to our 
students and parents for 
your resilience and great 
work during remote  
learning! 
  
  



Grade 3 & 4 - TEAM NEWS 

Erin Salm -  Grade 3 & 4 

Reading Writing 

In reading the students have been focussing on  
reading instructions carefully and paying attention to 
detail and sequence. To practice this skill, students 
made…. 
FaIrY BrEaD!! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students then reflected on the quality and detail of 
the procedure and re-wrote steps that were not  
specific enough. 
 
 
 

 
 

Students have been developing their understanding 
and use of Procedure Texts (recipes, instructions, 
rules, etc). 
They have been focussing on developing specific 
steps and trying to include detailed instructions. 
They have also worked on trying to plan for their 
audience - using tone, vocabulary and style for  
specific audiences. 
Each day they completed a 10 minute ‘Quick Write’ 
on a different procedure prompt. The example  
below is “How to build a…” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics Reminders 

During our unit of work in maths students have been 
working on their understanding of fractions. They 
worked to recognise and then represent simple  
fractions (halves, thirds, quarters, fifths, etc) and 
some students challenged themselves with creating 
multiples of simple fractions. 
Late last week we investigated fractions  
using…..M&Ms and Smarties! Another ‘delicious’ - 
oops, we mean - engaging maths session to show 
our real life knowledge of fractions. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading at home for fun! Keep up our reading at 
home - it is SO important to work on reading at 
home in partnership with school. Students need to 
read at home AND at school to improve and  
develop all skills. 
A 2016 study, looked at how reading for fun  
impacted academic performance across several 
subjects. The authors concluded that students who 
choose books to read for pleasure “performed  
better in English, Mathematics, Science, and  
History.” 

 
Let’s encourage our kids to LOVE reading! 
  
  
GRADE THREE CAMP ~ Please keep an eye out 
for the expression of interest note coming home 
some time over the next week or so! We will plan to 
go ahead with the camp (to Maldon for one night) 
and keep fingers crossed that lockdowns stay away 
and we can proceed as planned. Camp will take 
place Wednesday 10th November, in term four. 
  
  
BOOK WEEK - early notice for dress up day on 
Friday 27th August. 
 

https://www.shsu.edu/academics/education/journal-of-multidisciplinary-graduate-research/documents/2016/WhittenJournalFinal.pdf


Grade 5 & 6 - TEAM NEWS 

Amber Resta - Grade 5 & 6 
Reading Writing 

The Grade 5 / 6’s are continuing to immerse  
themselves in various forms of information texts. This 
has given our students wonderful opportunities to  
really read and investigate their own areas of interest. 
Our focus throughout our reading sessions has been 
on subject specific vocabulary. Students have been 
identifying specific words that are associated with the 
subject of their information text and investigate its 
meaning through using context clues and putting 
these words into their own sentences to show their 
understanding of the word’s meaning. Next week we 
begin to read various forms of news articles and  
identify the author’s purpose and intended audience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Throughout the week, the Grade 5 /6 students have 
been working on producing their very own  
information reports. We have a very knowledgeable 
group of students with a diverse range of interests, 
from the lives of famous athletes through to some 
obscure animals such as the axolotl. 
  
The children follow our writing process of planning, 
drafting, editing, conferencing and finally  
publishing. Stay tuned for some amazing finished 
pieces! 
  
  
  
  

 

Mathematics Reminders 

This week we have been doing a lot of work with  
integers. Integers are whole numbers that can be  
either positive or negative. The students have been 
investigating everyday situations where we use  
integers as well as comparing and ordering integers. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book Week dress-up day  

Friday 27th August 
  
 

  



Scholastic Book Club 

Specialist - TEAM NEWS 

Auslan - Laura Van Der Spek 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 5 2021 - Orders Due Monday 16th August 
 
 
 
Dear Families, 
Our school is participating in Scholastic Book Club again this year.  Up to twice a term during the school year, your child will bring 
home a Book Club catalogue with a different selection of books to order for all ages. 
 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 3 2021 catalogues will be sent home with all children today.  All orders are to be made online through 
Book Club LOOP. There will be no cash orders this year, only online orders. 
It is easy to order.  The Book Club LOOP platform for parents allows you to play by credit card.  Your child’s order is submitted  
directly to school and the books will be delivered to class.  You can place your child’s order at scholastic.com.au/LOOP or by using 
the LOOP app, which can be downloaded from the App Store. 
 

If you get stuck and need help, simply call Scholastic Book Club friendly customer service team on 1800 021 233 between the hours 
of 8:30am to 5pm or phone/email the school and I will be more than happy to help. 
  
Orders are due Monday 16th August 
  
How to Order 
1.     Simply grab your child’s Book Club catalogue and either sign in or register your account. 
2.     Click on ORDER and then select Golden Square Primary School and your child’s class 
3. Add your child’s first name and last  initial (so that teachers at school will know who the book is for) 
4.      Enter the item number from  the Book Club catalogue. 
5.      All orders are sent directly to our school account for submission to Scholastic.  Books will be delivered to your child’s  
         classroom if you order by the close date. 
6.     There is no need to return paper order forms or payment receipts to school. 
  
Thanks you and happy reading 
Marita Eddy 
 

This week in Auslan we are learning how to sign our School Values. Respect, Resilience,  
Community and Achievement. Our Grade One and Two’s know our values well and demonstrated a 
strong understanding in our class discussions. Our Preps enjoyed exploring what each value means 
to them and for our school community. Students in Prep drew some wonderful pictures of our school 
values! 

Holly has drawn Community with a picture of her picking up rubbish. 
Penny has drawn Resilience with a picture of herself trying to draw a picture of her sister standing next to a tree. 

Summer has drawn Respect with a picture of a boy reading a book very well. 



 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 
 

Goal 1 
To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 
1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 
1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC approach. 
1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and 

evaluation of data to inform student learning growth and achievement. 
 

Goal 2 
All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 
    Key Improvement Strategies 
    2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   
    2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure engagement,
        wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 
 
Goal 3 
To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 
   Key Improvement Strategies 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework 
and Respectful Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships between 
the school and its stakeholders. 

 



SWPBS 
We are running a competition for students and teachers to design a mascot and accompanying slogan for our 
School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports matrix. In this week’s newsletter, you will find examples of matrixes 
from other schools and their mascots. The competition is open to all students and teachers with entries being 
due in by Friday 10th September. Time will be allocated in classes for students to work on their designs.  
 
Staff have been busy writing procedures for different activities in non-classroom settings, e.g. What is the 
procedure to follow when using the stairs? What is the procedure for transitioning to a specialist class? I have 
included a copy of our School Wide Matrix in this week’s newsletter. The polished product will be presented 
to all after our mascot/slogan competition has been completed and a winning design chosen. 
 
We are also calling for expressions of interest from students in Grades 4 and 5 to be part of the SWPBS 
Student Leadership Team. Mrs Hocking will meet with them on a regular basis throughout the term and there 
will be the opportunity for team members to attend our SWPBS Tier 1 Staff Leadership Team meetings. 
Expression of interest forms are in the process of going out this week. 
 
SWPBS Tier 1 Team 








