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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Adam Goodes - President 
Adam Webb - Vice President 
Melissa Bishop - Treasurer 
Marita Eddy - Secretary 
Leanne Miller - Executive Officer 
Katalin Devecseri 
Karen Donnelly 
Shane Freer 
Sara Govett 
Kerrieanne Hocking   
Stormy Jacobs 
Tim Jenkyn 
Fern Noske 
Erin Salm 
Katherine Stephens 

Values Awards: Tahlia G; Will T; Jaymin B 

Reading Awards: Indy R-B; Nate M; Paige B; Jet S; Kayden G; Caspian P; Shyleeka W; Tyson R; Nate H 

STUDENT LEARNING 
The children have settled into their learning and when we walk around the school it is really pleasing to see children 
focusing on their reading sessions. This is visible during the shared reading at the start of a lesson where the teachers 

and students work together to read and comprehend a text, during independent reading time where the teacher is able to 
conference with a child one to one, and during the shared session at the end of the lesson where children discuss the 

goal they were working on and how they were successful. Well done to the children! 

STAFF LEARNING 
This term, the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) Leadership Team is involved in four days of what is 
known as Universal Prevention Training. The training is being delivered by a group of SWPBS regional coaches with a 
wealth of expertise and passion. The team mentioned above includes a parent representative and we are very grateful 
that she could also find the time to join us on our learning journey so that we all have experienced the same learning. 
Thank you. 
Our teaching staff participated in a session on Monday afternoon where we continued to work on the development of a 
mission, vision and values statement. We will continue this work in our upcoming student free day. There will be 
opportunity for student and community input also. 
The other focus of our professional learning for staff at the moment is learning how we can use assessment to most 
accurately determine the instructional level of a child in relation to reading. By finding a child’s instructional level, we 

are able to provide texts that have the ‘right’ amount of challenge for developing and practising new reading strategies. 
Even though many of you are familiar with the word ‘level’ as a number, we are wanting to shift beyond this thinking 
and progress to an understanding that there are many factors that will need to be considered when finding instructional 

level texts for a child including prior knowledge of the content for instance. By selecting an instructional text your child 
will reveal more about the strategies they use when reading which also then informs the teacher of next teaching points. 

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



FOOTY COLOURS DAY 
Footy colours day is a special day on the Golden Square Primary Calendar. It is a chance for people to come to school dressed in the 
colours of the team they barrack for. This year, footy colours day will be held on Tuesday 20th October. Get behind your  team 
(especially if that team is the Cats!) and be ready to have some fun.  
 

BOOK WEEK PARADE 
Another very important event on the calendar is the Book Week Parade. The children will be provided with many learning activities 

that will allow them to listen to and read the shortlisted books. In fact, many of our older children already have these books in their 
hands. This year the classes will be decorating a window in the school to add to the celebrations. Other classes will be able to walk 

around the outside of the school buildings and view the windows. The dress up parade will be happening on Tuesday 27th October 
(day before the Bendigo Cup). This year’s theme is ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’. 

STUDENT FREE DAY THURSDAY 22ND OCTOBER 
A reminder that this Thursday 22nd October is a student free day where staff will be undertaking professional learning that relates to 
the work outline in our 2020 Annual Implementation Plan. 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER 
A reminder that Friday 23rd October is a Public Holiday due to the AFL grandfinal.  
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
School Council are set to meet next Wednesday 21st October. In this meeting we will be discussing our Parent Payment Policy and 
Payment Arrangements for 2021. Further information will be provided to you all in the next few weeks. 

 
FOUND PROPERTY 
One of our beautiful students showed a strong sense of community by handing in a soft toy that had fallen out of a car. If you are 
missing a unicorn, please contact the office and we will arrange to return this to you. 
 

MANAGING THE RISK IN OUR SCHOOL – repeat notice 
A policy has been developed to outline to parents, carers and students how our school will be managing risk and other operational 
matters relating to COVID-19 during this term. It helps shape our commitment to providing a safe learning and working 
environment for our students and staff. Although the return to school can let us believe that things are back to normal, this is not the 
case. Being able to return to school is a result of sacrifice by many and permitted due to the importance of providing the best 
opportunities for children. Let us respect and appreciate this.  
 
The policy is available for you all to read on our school website under the tab ‘Return to School Term 4, 2020’. 
 
As a government school we are following the School Operations guide and will continue to do this. A COVID-19 Safe Plan is also 

in place. We are all experienced in the continually shifting landscape that COVID-19 creates and so changes are expected to be 
made to these guiding documents as we continue to navigate our way in the State of Victoria. 

TERM 4 SUNSMART – repeat notice 
As has always been the case, students are required to wear the school’s broad brimmed hat throughout Term 4. Please help your 
child find their hat if they have been struggling to do so. They are not able to be out playing freely with their friends without one and 

it is a challenge for a child to have to sit out. If you need to purchase a new hat for your child, Lowes at Lansell Square are the 
supplier. Any families that need assistance with this should contact either Kelli or Jo from the Wellbeing Team. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Leanne Miller                                                             Marita Eddy     
PRINCIPAL                                                                       ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  

 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance to child abuse. 



 

Weekly Recipes 

Pear & raspberry coconut bread 

Ingredients 

2 Josephine pears, peeled, quartered, core removed 

2 cups (300 g) self-raising flour, sifted 

1 cup (85g) desiccated coconut 

½ cup (115g) caster sugar 

270 gm can light coconut milk 

2 eggs 

½ teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 cup (120 g) frozen raspberries 

Method 

Preheat oven to 180°C.  

Line a 9cm x 22cm (base) loaf pan with non-stick baking paper.  

Cut the pear into 2cm pieces. 

Combine the flour, coconut and sugar in a large bowl.  

Whisk together the coconut milk, eggs and vanilla extract. Add to the dry ingredients and mix until just combined. 

Gently stir in the pears and frozen raspberries making sure you don’t over mix.  

Spoon into the loaf pan and smooth the surface. 

Bake for 1 hour or until a skewer inserted comes out clean. 

Set aside for 5 minutes before transferring to a wire rack to cool completely. 

 

 

 



 

Looking after your Mental Health at GSPS 
 

Keeping your child active and eating healthy 
 
Physical activity will boost your child’s physical and mental health and help improve 
their wellbeing. It also helps with concentration, memory and solving problems. 
 
Keeping active is also a great way to support your child’s learning. 
 
For ideas on how to keep your child active, visit: FUSE: Physical activity. 
 
 

Healthy eating 
 

Eating well is another way we can help maintain our physical and mental health and 
wellbeing. Making lunches with your child can help to teach them healthy eating habits. 
 
As much as possible, your child should be eating a wide variety of food, including: 
 
 vegetables 

 fruits 

 grains and cereal based foods 

 lean meat or protein alternatives 

 dairy foods 

 plenty of water. 

 
Depending on your child’s age, they could help with planning a meal, shopping on a 
budget and  
cooking. Have your child plan and prepare dinner, do some simple baking or write up 
the shopping list. 
 
Try to avoid foods and drinks that are high in sugar, salt and fat, and avoid offering 
these foods as rewards for good behaviour. 
 
For fun food related activities ideas which can be completed at home, visit:  
FUSE: Fun with food: Activities. 
 
 

More information 
 
 The Australian guide to healthy eating for children - provides up-to-date advice 

about the amount of food that we need to eat for health and wellbeing. 
 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/LandingPage?ObjectId=bb5875a6-fd2a-44ad-9b6b-ef220a2c0b81&SearchScope=All
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/LandingPage?ObjectId=94bdd593-22d3-49c0-9eb7-daeb44a72121&SearchScope=All
https://www.eatforhealth.gov.au/sites/default/files/content/The%20Guidelines/n55f_children_brochure.pdf


To the following Students 

Aiden M 

Sophie L 

Ethan T 

Jonathon C 

Nikitah C 

Mason L 

Paige B 

 

 
 

 
 
Leaflets have been handed out 
last week. 
 
All orders must be in by Tuesday 
20th October 
 
Thanks 
 
Julie Wakker 
Librarian 



GRADE 4-6 PARENT / GUARDIAN INFORMATION AND CONSENT LETTER 

2020 Student Attitudes to School Survey 

Dear Grade 4-6 Parent / Guardian, 

This letter is to inform you about the 2020 Student Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS), that your child is invited to participate 
in.   

About the survey 

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are conducting 
a survey to find out what your child thinks of your school.  

The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an 
understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.  

This year, the survey also includes some questions about student health and wellbeing and student perceptions of 
COVID-19. Understanding health and wellbeing needs has always been important, but especially so this year, and 
the Department is providing this survey to allow schools to capture this information to support students. Students will be 
asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, family, friends, health (including mental health) and 
wellbeing, and bullying. 

The health and wellbeing questions are taken from another Department survey called the Victorian Student Health and 
Wellbeing Survey (VSHAWS) that has been conducted with a sample of schools in Victoria since 2014. The questions about 
COVID-19 have been developed by or recommended by the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute.  

This year, the AtoSS will be conducted at your school over the period Monday 19
 
October to Friday 13 November.  

What are the risks? 

While we do not anticipate many risks of participation, some students may find the survey questions to be more personal 
and sensitive in nature this year. Should you agree for your child to participate, they are still free to skip questions or to 
withdraw at any stage if the survey makes them upset or uncomfortable. 

What are the benefits? 

In our experience, the majority of young people enjoy having the chance to have their say. Your school will use the survey 
results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 

What will my child be asked to do? 

Your child will be invited to complete the survey online during class time using a purpose built secure online survey 
tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Please note: 

 Student participation in the survey is voluntary and students may withdraw at any time. 

 The survey will take around 30-40 minutes to complete. 

How is my child’s confidentiality protected? 

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey from their teacher. The student login is an assigned 
identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. Personally identifiable data will not be 
recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times. 

How will results be reported? 

The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form in term 4. All survey data that is made available 
in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Data suppression rules are used for 
schools with low student numbers per year level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A copy of the survey that we are asking your child to complete is available from your child’s school. Please contact the 
administration office if you would like to see the survey before making your decision about whether you would like your child 
to participate.  

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher, or contact the Department at 
attitudes.school.survey@education.vic.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Department of Education and Training Victoria 

Options for participation 

Participation in this survey is voluntary. If you do not wish for your child to do the survey, please opt 
out via email to your school: golden.square.ps@education.vic.gov.au. Please do so before Monday 19 
October stating that you wish to opt out of your child’s participation, along with their name, school and 
year level. 

If your school does not receive a Refusal of Consent email from yourself before the survey 
commencement date mentioned within this letter, it means that you give your consent for your child to 
participate in the 2020 Attitudes to School Survey. 

mailto:attitudes.school.survey@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:golden.square.ps@education.vic.gov.au


                                  
      

GOLDEN SQUARE PRIMARY SCHOOL OSHC NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Good morning/afternoon/evening all students and families! I hope everyone is settling in nicely 
to being back at school full time. Due to everyone being back I have been meeting lots of new 
faces and getting to know everyone and making sure everyone has a blast with Camp Australia. 
 
This week we are focusing on a theme of “Hand-Crafted”. Each day the students will have the 
opportunity to create something, Monday was chatterboxes and Tuesday was Origami. We 
have plenty more coming including something tasty the kids will make themselves to have in the 
morning and share with the students in after school care. 
 
Just one quick reminder that with the beginning of Term 4 students need to bring hats to 
after school care. Any student without a hat will need to either remain inside or stay in only 
the shaded areas of the school grounds when we are outside of the OSHC room. Sunscreen is 
provided but if your child brings their own it needs to have their name clearly marked on it so 
we know who it belongs to if we need to look after it. 
 
That’s all I have for this week, looking forward to more fun filled and sun filled days as  
Term 4 progresses. 
 

 
Your friendly neighbourhood OSHC Coordinator, 
Keith 

 

 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

 

Goal 1 
To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 
1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 
1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC 

approach. 
1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and    

evaluation of data to inform student learning growth and achievement. 

Goal 2 
All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 
 Key Improvement Strategies 
   2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   
   2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure  
      engagement, wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 
 
Goal 3 
To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 
 Key Improvement Strategies 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 
framework and Respectful Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships 
between the school and its stakeholders. 

 
 


