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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Adam Goodes - President 
Adam Webb - Vice President 
Melissa Bishop - Treasurer 
Marita Eddy - Secretary 
Leanne Miller - Executive Officer 
Katalin Devecseri 
Karen Donnelly 
Shane Freer 
Sara Govett 
Kerrieanne Hocking   
Stormy Jacobs 
Tim Jenkyn 
Fern Noske 
Erin Salm 
Katherine Stephens 

READING AWARDS 
Avah M; Esther R; Lilly C; Annabell W; Gracie T; Laila D; Eydan H. 
 

CLASS STRUCTURES FOR 2021 
We are pleased to announce that the following classroom structures will be in place for 2021. 

 3 Prep classes 
 5 Grade 1/2 composite classes 
 5 Grade 3/4 composite classes 
 4 Grade 5/6 classes 
 

We know that 2020 has been a very disruptive year and our new little Prep students have not had 
the opportunity they normally have to settle into the kindergarten routines that they normally would 
have. This is a major reason behind the decision to have straight Prep classes. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
On 11 November 1918, German leaders signed an Armistice bringing to an end the First World 
War after four years of continuous fighting. Throughout this time, more than 330,000 Australians 
had served overseas and more than 60,000 had died. 
Two of our wonderful student leaders, Kobi and Amelia, led us today in recognising the 

significance of the day and to show our respects to those who died or suffered both at this time and 
in all other wars and armed conflicts. They both did a wonderful job and their efforts had the whole 
school quiet for the now traditional minute silence. Did you know that originally it was a two-

minute silence? 

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



PREP TRANSITION 
Our 2021 prep students have had the opportunity to physically come into the school this week. The first lot of 
sessions have had small groups of children attend from the same Kindergarten or Early Childhood Centre 
where ever possible. The last groups for this type of visit happens next Wednesday afternoon starting at 3:40 
pm. The children have been so excited to come into the school and the teachers that have had the pleasure to 
be with them are just as excited about this beautiful group of children who will be joining us next year. 
Friday 20th November, our upcoming student free day, provides another opportunity for the children to visit. 

We really are doing everything we can to keep our community safe while recognising the importance of 
transition for these children. 

SECONDARY TRANSITION 
With the larger number of students who transition into secondary school, it has been a little more difficult to 
give them the same opportunities as our little ones have. The 7-10 schools have used technology to engage 
with the children here at school. We will continue to be led by the School Operation Guidelines and will look 
for further opportunities if they arise. 

DEVELOPING THE SCHOOL’S MISSION AND VISION 
Kerrieanne Hocking has provided our parents and carers with the opportunity to have input into the work that 
staff have done to date in order to develop our school’s mission and vision. It would be great to get your input 

and so please take the time to read and respond. As mentioned in the communication, students are also being 
involved which is fantastic. All feedback must be received by Monday 16th November. 

UPCOMING SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Our next School Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th November.  

MOBILE PHONES POLICY 
Please support your child in understanding the Mobile Phones Policy. An excerpt from the policy explains 
where a child is required to leave their phone or other electronic device if brought to school. 
 
At Golden Square Primary School students are required to take their phones or other electronic devices 
straight to the Administration Office where they will be recorded as received and stored securely.  

 
SCHOOL ARRIVAL TIMES – repeat notice 
Currently we have some students arriving at school before 8:35 am which is the earliest time that staff are on 
duty to provide supervision.  Staff often do arrive earlier than this time but undertake preparation and planning 
and your support in allowing them to do this uninterrupted will benefit every child. 
If you are requiring to drop your child off at school earlier than 8:35 am, Camp Australia offers before school 

care and you are asked to please ensure that you utilise this service as needed.  

PARENT/CARER OPINION SURVEY   -  closes this Friday 
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is 
an annual survey offered by the department of Education and training that is conducted amongst all parents/
carers. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents and carers perceptions of the 
school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our 
school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 
All parents have been invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. 
This year, the Parent/Carer Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 2nd November to Friday 13th 
November.  
 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete and can be accessed at any convenient 
time within the dates mentioned above on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  

UPCOMING STUDENT FREE DAY - (next Friday) 
 Friday 20th November – Student Free Day. Staff will be finalising the reporting process. 
 

Kind regards 

 

Leanne Miller                                                                    Marita Eddy     
PRINCIPAL                                                                           ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

GOLDEN SQUARE PRIMARY SCHOOL HAS ZERO TOLERANCE TOWARDS CHILD ABUSE 



 

Looking after your Mental Health at GSPS 

Mindfulness and mental health 
 

Mindfulness is about focusing on the present. Mindfulness can help you feel better and 
reduce stress. Researchers are also studying mindfulness and related techniques such 
as relaxation to see if they can help treat various physical and mental health conditions. 

 
What is mindfulness? 

 
Mindfulness is paying full attention to what is going on in you and outside you, moment by 
moment, without judgment. It means you observe your thoughts, feelings, and the sensations 
of taste, touch, smell, sight and sound. You are also fully aware of your surroundings. 
 
Mindfulness has its roots in Buddhist meditation principles. However, anyone can practise 
mindfulness to improve their self-awareness and wellbeing. 

 
When am I not mindful? 

 
Many people have routines in their daily lives, such as waking up and going to work or 
school. If you are doing something familiar in customary surroundings, you may tend to 
operate on autopilot and not notice what’s actually going on. For instance, you might eat a 
whole packet of chips in front of the TV without actually noticing the taste. 
 
Some people spend a lot of time thinking about the past or worrying about the future. Being 
too caught up in your thoughts may even make it hard to fall asleep at night. 
 
Mindfulness helps you to manage these negative thoughts and feelings in a more positive 
way.  

 
Where to get help 

 
Learn how you can introduce mindfulness practice to your life: 
 
 Black Dog Institute provides a factsheet with mindfulness techniques to practise at 

home. https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/7-
mindfulnessineverydaylife-with-gp-notes.pdf 

 Smiling Mind is a free app that helps develop mindfulness skills and can reduce stress. 
https://www.smilingmind.com.au/ 

 Breathe — ReachOut.com is an app suitable for young people wishing to practise and 
develop mindfulness. https://schools.au.reachout.com/articles/reachout-breathe 

 

Retrieved from: https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/mindfulness-and-mental-health 
 

https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/stress
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/relaxation-techniques-for-stress-relief
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/meditation
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/benefits-of-mindfulness
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/benefits-of-mindfulness
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/excessive-worry
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/healthy-sleep-habits
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/7-mindfulnessineverydaylife-with-gp-notes.pdf
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/7-mindfulnessineverydaylife-with-gp-notes.pdf
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/7-mindfulnessineverydaylife-with-gp-notes.pdf
https://smilingmind.com.au/
https://www.smilingmind.com.au/
http://au.professionals.reachout.com/reachout-breathe
https://schools.au.reachout.com/articles/reachout-breathe
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/mindfulness-and-mental-health


To the following Students 

Banjo W 

Eva L 

Reuben PJ 

Harlainy H 

Mia H 

Melody M 

Tyler W 

 DRINK BOTTLE REMINDER   
     
             

A reminder that all Students need to bring 
their own water bottle for use at school,  
as students are not to drink directly from 
drinking fountains at this time.  
 
Taps may be used to refill water bottles. 

 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 

Book Club leaflets have been given out.  
All orders are due in by Tuesday 24th  
November. 
 
This is the last Book Club for the year. Thankyou 
to everyone who has ordered this year. 
 
You have helped us to obtain more books for 
our library. 
 
Julie Wakker  
Librarian 

 

 
 
 
 
LOST 
2 new size 8 school jackets. Named: Janaya 
If  found please bring to the office. 
 
FOUND 
A set of keys has been found in the Golden 
Square Swimming Pool carpark.  If these 
belong to you they may be collected from 
the office. 
 
Thank you 

 
BOOKLISTS 

 
2021 Booklists will be sent home with  

students on Friday 13/11/2020. 
 
 



 



                                      

 
GOLDEN SQUARE PRIMARY SCHOOL OSHC NEWSLETTER 

 
 

Good morning/afternoon/evening all students and families!  
 
This week is a special week for everyone, particularly those who have military service in their family history. 
It is Remembrance Day on Wednesday the 11th of November. In 1918 the fighting on the Western Front 
stopped, the gunfire ceased, the German leaders signed an Armistice and finally, after four years of 
horrendous war, the First World War came to an end. I encourage all families to talk to their children and 
teach them the meaning and importance of Remembrance Day. At Before and After School Care we will be 
doing some activities to help celebrate it including drawing poppy flowers and completing a colouring in 
sheet commemorating the day. While I am no longer looking after the children at 11am I will still be holding 
a moment of silence in my own time and I encourage you all to as well. In this turbulent year I believe it is a 
good opportunity to remember what was fought for, and how lucky we are to live in the relatively peaceful 
times when compared with those days. 
 
This week you children will be bringing home information leaflets for the Your Creative Kids Week, The Big 
Art & Expression Competition and Holiday Club. The Your Creative Kids Week started this week, during the 
time we will be doing all sorts of art based activities. The Big Art & Expression Competition has the detail on 
the website but involves the children drawing and colouring in a way that shows off their imagination. You 
can upload it onto the website once it’s done to enter into the competition. The competition runs for the 
duration of the Your Creative Kids Week plus a bit extra, it started on the 9th but runs until the 18th. 
 
That’s all for this week, thank you. 

 
  

Keith 

OHSC 

 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

Goal 1 
To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 
1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 
1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC approach. 
1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and evaluation of data to inform 

student learning growth and achievement. 

Goal 2 
All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 
 Key Improvement Strategies 
   2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   
   2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure  
      engagement, wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 
 
Goal 3 
To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 
 Key Improvement Strategies 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework and Respectful 
Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships between the school and its 
stakeholders. 

11 November Remembrance Day 


