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Returning to School 
Yes, it is happening! We are now returning back to school after a period of learning off-site. For many there is a feeling 
of relief but for others there is a feeling of trepidation and uncertainty. 
 
It is important to remember that the decision to begin the transition back to school has been made by the Victorian 
Chief Health Officer and it due to this that I have faith that the decision is the right one. This faith has allowed me to be 
genuinely excited to begin to bring our community back together.  
 
As has been communicated previously, it is a staged transition and this Tuesday sees our Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 
students return to on-site learning. Our students in Grades 3 to 6 will continue their remote learning until their return on 
the 9th June. So then the questions arise as to how this all looks and works.  
 
A COVID-19 Return to School policy has been written and this is available on our school website. The policy itself 
was discussed at School Council and shared with all staff to provide them with the opportunity to provide feedback and 
clarify any uncertainties they had as part of the consultation process. We want all members of our community to be safe 
and feel safe and hence a policy was thought to be the best way to provide the guidelines necessary. This policy has a 
review to happen on a weekly basis and this review will allow us to make any adjustments that are required. 
 
As a school we have really recognised and appreciated the support of our families as partners. We continue to seek this 
support as we transition back to school and recognise that there are going to be some challenges to maintain our strong 
sense of community. This sense of community is most evident in the social engagement of our families with the school 
and with each other. At this point in time, this is going to be something that is not visible at or around the school 
grounds and we are sure you have already come up with new ways to maintain this. Remember, this is not forever. 
By working together to stay apart, we are enabling our children to come back to school where their learning is 
optimised and where their wellbeing is enhanced through the socialising and playing with their friends.  

The policy states specifically that adults must not remain within the school grounds or congregate around the outside of 
the school. By everyone following these guidelines we are then able to avoid having to implement staggered start and 
finish times which makes things much more complex for families and also impacts on the teaching and learning 
program. If this approach is not successful, then there will be a need to implement staggered starts. 
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Our guidelines for the arrival and departure of students is clearly outlined. All of those families whose children travel to school 
and/or enter the school grounds independently are expected to continue to do this. This automatically reduces the number of 
adults in the yard or around the school grounds. We do recognise that many of our younger students will require additional 
support in finding their classrooms initially. Siblings who attend the school may be able to provide this support and that would 
be wonderful. Not every child in these year levels will have a sibling so we are allowing one adult to accompany a child in Prep 
to Grade 2 to their classroom door if it is required, however, it will be strictly enforced that no adults other than staff will be 
able to enter the classroom.  
 
The adult accompanying the child will be expected to leave their child with the teacher and leave the school grounds without 
delay. By you showing trust and confidence in your child’s teacher and in your child’s ability to transition back to school, you 
will instil a sense of belief that supports their ability to be successful. Many of you have strong connections with your child’s 
teachers which have been enhanced even further throughout the period of remote learning (a real positive). A way to look after 
our wonderful teachers is to show this respect to their health and wellbeing by recognising that the adult interactions is the 
greatest area of concern and following the directions outlined. 
 
If your child is normally collected by you at the end of the day from within the school grounds, then we ask that you arrange 
with them to meet at a particular gate within the school. There will be teachers supervising the children at each of the gates 
until 3:30 pm. This means that there should not be any adults within the school grounds at this time. If you arrive earlier than 
3:15 pm, then you are asked to remain in your car if you have driven until the time of the bell and then to ensure that you 
practise social distancing at collection time. Again, your adherence to the guidelines outlined in the policy will assist all. 
 
At this time there will not be any volunteers in the school and the only visitors will be as outlined in the policy itself. 
 
Any child or adult who is unwell should not attend school. If a child becomes ill during the school day parents/carers will be 
notified and the child must be collected.  
 
Many of you may have concerns around hygiene in schools. Please know that we will be reinforcing and reteaching your 
children hygienic handwashing techniques and other etiquettes that are known to be the best practises in this area. Hand 
sanitiser will be available and used in each and every classroom throughout the school. Additional cleaning has been added 
with an extra five hours a day occurring both during the day and after school. 
 
Your children must bring their own drink bottles with them. The bubble taps should not be used. Your child will be taking all 
food scraps or rubbish from their lunch boxes home with them each day. Any food sent with your child should not require any 
support from the teacher e.g. oranges should be peeled or cut, containers should be able to be opened independently by the 
child.  
 
The delivery of the Grade 3 to 6 online learning has been shifted back to 9:30 am each day to allow those families who have 
children returning to school in the lower grades to get back home and support their children in accessing their reading session.  
 
On-site Supervision 
For some families of children in Grade 3 to 6, you will require on-site supervision for your child still. As has been 
communicated in previous newsletters, a form must be submitted by 3:00 pm the Thursday prior. The form is available on the 
website. It is critical to note that adherence to this timeline is important as the planning involved in the supervision and 
ensuring that the impact on those learning from home is impacted minimally.  

 

Enrolments for 2021 
All families looking to enrol their children for the 2021 year should 
note that the website has now been updated with information relating 
to this. Enrolment forms, interim enrolment forms, links to relevant 
websites and a virtual tour can all be found on the site (please note that 
there are no Academy Award winning performances involved). Please 
direct any families that you know are seeking this information to our 
site and encourage them to make contact with the school. We are 
slowly working our way through the inquiries. 
 
Leanne Miller                       Marita Eddy     
PRINCIPAL                                   ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance 
to child abuse. 
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   Term 2  Week 6  2020 
 

Hello GSPS community, I am feeling excited for the transition 
to onsite learning that is starting next week.  I have missed 
seeing a lot of your happy faces around the school grounds 
and at our OSHC program during the last 6 weeks of remote 
learning. Due to this I ask that families jump onto the  
Parent Portal to check and confirm your care requirements 
for next week and onwards.  This will allow Camp Australia to  
adequately staff our service which will ensure the safety of all 
children attending our program as we can not accept children 
who do not have a booking. 
 

As the State Government has announced a Statewide Pupil 
Free Day next Monday 25th May, I’m please to announce that 
Camp Australia will be running a full day program on this day 
for families that require care from 7:00am until 6:00pm.  
Bookings will be open from this Wednesday via our Parent Portal. 
 

Welcome to the World Little One! Vanessa and her husband welcomed their baby girl, Evelyn Julie on  
Monday 11th May 2020. They are both in good health. 
 

National Reconciliation Week is from Wednesday 27th May until Wednesday 3rd of June and we will be  
celebrating this within our program from Monday 25th until Friday 5th June with some exciting activities 
planned to strengthen our awareness of our Aboriginal and Torres Straight communities and culture.  

 

Last week our Science experiment that I hoped kept you guessing was a Tornado in a Jar 
which we completed last Tuesday afternoon. It supported our mathematics, reading and  
comprehension skills as we measured the ingredients, and swirled the jar to see what  
happened. 
 
This week our dramatic play zone is a restaurant as suggested by 3 of our children last 

week. During this play we will be exploring our health food choices and social skills through play. We will  
also be making some paper craft around healthy foods to serve in our restaurant.  
  
Our board game zone has also been popular within the last week.  The popular games 
now are Chess, The Three Little Pigs, Uno, and Memory.  These games help us to extend 
our concentration, turn taking, matching and memory development skills. While also  
further developing our social development by playing and following rules with our peers 
and fellow educators. 
 

Our obstacle course in the gym during Before School Care this week we have added some further  
challenges such as basketball hoop shooting, bat and ball and bowling skills to further develop our physical 
development through our play while encouraging and extending our social development through negotiation 
and listening to other ideas and implementing these ideas our obstacle course.  
 

We look forward to seeing you all very soon, Casey and the Camp Australia Team. 

 

Your OSHC Service Information 

Operational Times: 

7:00am - 8:45am 

3:15pm - 6:00pm 

Phone: 

0450 264 918 

Email: 

goldensquare@oshccampaustralia.com.au 

 

We understand Outside School Hours Care is vital for many parents that are not able to work from home,  
so that you can continue to provide essential work for the nation. 

 

Our OSHC service is open and operating for those that need our care and will provide your children  
with much-needed familiarity and continuity through our engaging programs that have an increased  

focus on hygiene and social distancing. 



 

 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

 

Goal 1 

To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

 

Key Improvement Strategies 

 

1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 

1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC approach. 

1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and    

evaluation of data to inform student learning growth and achievement. 

Goal 2 

All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 

 

 Key Improvement Strategies 

 

   2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   

   2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure  

      engagement, wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 

 

Goal 3 

To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 

 

 Key Improvement Strategies 

 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework 

and Respectful Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships between 

the school and its stakeholders. 

 

 
BENDIGO HEALTH DENTAL SERVICES  

 

In the interest of patient safety, all non- emergency dental  
services at Bendigo Health, including our school dental, 
Smile Squad and outreach programs have been postponed 
until further notice.  Emergency dental care is still  
available to the general public.  Please call 5454 7994 if 
required. 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience and will provide a 
service update in due course. 


