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Our First Published Author for 2021 
 

It is with great excitement that we share a book in this newsletter that was written during the time of 
remote learning from one of our Grade 1 students. Lilah Green is not just the author of this story but 
also the illustrator. We hope you get us much joy from reading this engaging story as we did. 

Ready for Phase 2 of the Return to School 
 

Our young Grade Prep, 1 and 2 students have really shown the way in relation to how to successfully 
transition back to school. The vast majority of children are not requiring support to get to their class 
and are waving goodbye to their families at the gates or even across the other side of the crossing. The 
smiles on their faces show they are feeling a great sense of achievement and are enjoying being 
independent. One of our dad’s responded to a comment on how big their little one was and said, 
“She’s too small to be big.” Just goes to show that small people can achieve far beyond what we 
expect and allowing them to be independent gives them a feeling of strength and self-confidence. 
 
Next Tuesday sees our Grade 3 to Grade 6 students returning to school. We are finally going to have 
all students back on site. Our families have responded really well to the request to work as one and to 
not congregate around the school so we avoid the staggered start and finish times. This is going to be 
even more important next week. It would be extremely helpful for families to arrange different places 
to meet their children and consider how the two school crossings can help this happen safely. Perhaps 
your children can cross at the crossing and walk to the Wade Street Oval. Perhaps your children can 
exit the gate at the back of the Gym (the bin gate) and walk along the footpath home or to the car. 
Any safe measure that helps reduce congestion of traffic and the congregation of adults should be 
considered. As mentioned above, the children are enjoying being trusted and if we put safe 
parameters, they are developing life skills and resilience. 

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



Grade 3 to 6 Students Building Entry Points 
 

Our students from Grade 3 to 6 who have been requiring supervision on-site have been a wonderful way to trial 
some routines that we have put in place. These trials have worked successfully and so they will continue when all 
have returned. 
 

Our Grade 3 and 4 students are to enter the building from the door that they usually enter from after recess and 
lunchtimes at the back of the Administration building.  They are all very familiar with this entry point. On arrival at 
school, they are to enter the building from this doorway and make their way to the classroom. 
 

Our Grade 5 and 6 students will be entering from the side door in the breezeway that they usually enter from 
after recess and lunchtimes. Again, they are all very familiar with this entry point. 
 

Staff members will be on each of the gates and can provide directions to the students. 
 

Students in these year levels are able to independently enter the school grounds and no adult should accompany 

them. 

Staggered Breaks 
 

We have introduced staggered breaks at recess and lunchtimes and you may wish to discuss this with your 
children.  
 

All children are still having their recess break from 11:00 am to 11:30 am. The Grade 2, 3 and 4 students have the 
first fifteen minutes outside playing and then come into eat for the last fifteen minutes. The remaining students 
eat in the first half of the break and play for the second half. This has been trialled in these last two weeks with us 
having children on site in the upper year levels who require supervision and has gone well.   
 

Lunchtime has the Prep to Grade 2 children playing from 12:30pm until 1:00 pm and then going inside to eat for 
fifteen minutes. The Grade 3 to 6 children are following the same lunchtime breaks that they have in the past. 
They eat from 1:30 pm until 1:45 pm and then head out into the yard for a half hour of play. 
 
Food and Drinks 
 

Our COVID-19 Return to School policy that is shared on our school website, clearly outlines that there is no 

sharing of food. This means that beautiful traditions such as children bringing in cake on their birthday cannot 

happen at this time (remember it is not forever and it is about keeping our community safe). Children will be 

bringing home their food waste, including wrappers, in their lunchboxes. If your child normally brings their food in 

a paper bag, it may be better to have them bring it in a container at this point as the paper bag may get a bit 

soggy with the waste in it. The bubble taps around the school should not be used and so your child should bring a 

filled drink bottle (water only) with them each day. This is pretty common practise for most children but others 

may need a reminder from their parent/carer.  

Traffic 
 

It has been mentioned in previous editions around the “Drop Off and Pick Up” parks that a have a two minute 
time limit on them and the importance of these being used by families that are not walking their children to the 
gate or leaving the car. The areas near the crossings do get busy and the cooperation of all families is sought to 
keep our community safe.  
 

There has also been some issues with double parking and the blocking off of our residents driveways. Please 
remember to be courteous and respectful to all. Picking up or dropping your children off five minutes earlier or 
later may be enough to reduce the need that some people feel to make these choices. We do have staff on the 
gate waiting with the children and we will not walk away leaving a child on their own.  
 

The Staff Car Park is for staff vehicles only plus there is a single car park for families who have a child with a 

disability and have the appropriate signage on their vehicle. Please do not disregard these families needs and 

think that it won’t matter if you use it ‘just for a moment’. These families do not have another suitable car parking 

space they can use. Driving into the carpark driveway and then reversing backwards also creates an unnecessary 

danger. Again, think of how you may remove the need to behave in a way that is dangerous. A few suggestions 

have been made in this newsletter. 



Access to School Grounds and Buildings 
 

Access to school grounds and building is restricted to school staff only except for our Prep to 2 students who can 
be accompanied by an adult if it is needed. A huge thank you to everyone who has supported us with this. It is 
very much appreciated. 
 
Early Collection or Late Arrivals 
 

If you are collecting your child early or your child is arriving late, may you please ring the office on your arrival so 
that we can collect your child and take them out to you. This ensures that the access restrictions mentioned 
above are adhered to.  
 
Staff Absence 
 

Mrs Emma Hollingsworth will be away for the remainder of Term 2 from this coming Tuesday. We are very  
fortunate to have Mrs Kelly Doherty replacing her for this period of time meaning that there is consistency for 
them in the room. Mrs Doherty undertakes work for us on a regular basis so the children are familiar with her.  
Thank you, Mrs Doherty. 
 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend 
 

This coming Monday is the Queen’s Birthday public holiday and so there will not be any school. Enjoy the long 
weekend and hopefully the weather allows some outdoor activities to happen (safely, and in line with the  
Government guidelines of course). 
 
Wellbeing – Repeat Notice 
 

We do recognise that the situation we are experiencing has an impact on us all in different ways and at different 
times. Our wonderful Wellbeing team have been working tirelessly over this period of time to support those  
families who we have identified as needing a hand for one reason or another or that have reached out  
independently. For every family we know that needed support, there is most likely another that we are unaware 
of. Please don’t hesitate to make contact with us if you have any concerns with your child’s wellbeing. Let us  
continue to strengthen the partnerships that have developed and work as one to ensure your child’s wellbeing is 
nurtured.  
 
2021 Enrolments – Repeat Notice 
 

All families looking to enrol their children for the 2021 year should note that the website has now been updated 
with information relating to this. Enrolment forms, interim enrolment forms, links to relevant websites and a  
virtual tour can all be found on the site (please note that there are no Academy Award winning performances 
involved). Please direct any families that you know are seeking this information to our site and encourage them 
to make contact with the school. We are slowly working our way through the enquiries. 
 
Please keep taking care of each other as we work as one to enable your beautiful children the opportunity  
to attend school. It is such a delight to have them back with us – the joy is back in the buildings and filling  
our hearts. 
 

 
Leanne Miller   Marita Eddy 

Principal    Assistant Principal 

 
 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance to child abuse 
 



 
 

CHILD SAFE STANDARD TWO:  
A CHILD SAFETY POLICY OR STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO CHILD SAFETY 

 
As a school, we have an obligation to ensure that we develop, implement and communicate our strategies 

to embed a culture of child safety. Here at Golden Square PS, we have Our Statement of Commitment to 

Child Safety that can be found on the school’s website and on the wall opposite the front office. Below is 

our policy if you haven’t had a chance to read it as yet. 

 

Golden Square Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This 

will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Golden Square Primary School has zero 

tolerance for child abuse. Golden Square Primary School is committed to providing a child safe 

environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about 

decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children 

and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with 

a disability. Every person involved in Golden Square Primary School has a responsibility to understand the 

important and specific role they play individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of 

all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. In its planning, 

decision-making and operations Golden Square Primary School will  

 

1.  Take a preventative, proactive and participatory approach to child safety;  

2.  Value and empower children to participate in decisions which affect their lives; 

3.  Foster a culture of openness that supports all persons to safely disclose risks of harm to children;  

4.  Respect diversity in cultures and child rearing practices while keeping child safety paramount;  

5.  Provide written guidance on appropriate conduct and behaviour towards children;  

6. Engage only the most suitable people to work with children and have high quality staff and volunteer  

 supervision and professional development;  

7. Ensure children know who to talk with if they are worried or are feeling unsafe, and that they are  

 comfortable and encouraged to raise such issues;  

8.  Report suspected abuse, neglect or mistreatment promptly to the appropriate authorities; 

9.  Share information appropriately and lawfully with other organisations where the safety and wellbeing 

 of children is at risk; and  

10. Value the input of and communicate regularly with families and carers.  

 

This statement is developed in conjunction with other existing GSPS Child Safe policies. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Kerrieanne Hocking 



To the following 

Students 
 

Teddy W 

Abby S 

Jethro H 

BOOKCLUB 
Leaflets have been given out to children in Prep,  
1 and 2.  Older grades will be able to see the  
catalogue on the Scholastic Website and they 
can order through LOOP.  
 

Scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents 
 

Other orders must be at school by Thursday 4th 
June. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARY BOOKS 

Please make sure that all children bring back all  
their library books and readers they borrowed 
before the holidays. 
 
All these books must be returned as soon as  
possible. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
Julie Wakker 
Librarian 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 2020 
The school photos that were to be taken at our 
school on Friday, June 12 have been cancelled  
because of the restrictions in place in schools for 
Coronavirus.  
 

Once the current situation changes, you will be  
informed of a new date for these photos to be  
taken. Thank you  
 

Debbie Kent 
Coordinator 

 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

Goal 1 

To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 

1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 

1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC approach. 

1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and    

evaluation of data to inform student learning growth and achievement. 

Goal 2 

All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 

 Key Improvement Strategies 

   2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   

   2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure  

      engagement, wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 
 

Goal 3 

To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 

 Key Improvement Strategies 
 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework 

and Respectful Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships between 

the school and its stakeholders. 



 



 TERM 2   WEEK 7  2020 
 
Hello everyone. Last week was an exciting time with the Prep to Grade 2 children  
returning to onsite face to face learning. It’s meant a busier time for me in OSHC 
which is great. I’m really looking forward to the return of the Grade 3 to 6 children 
next week and watching bookings grow further and back up to pre COVID-19. It’s 
been exciting for me to see our children’s reactions to the changes we have made in 
the service with our zones. These have made a positive impact with our children 
being much more engaged and respectful within these activity zones. There’s also 
been some incredibly positive interactions between children as they explore these 
zones.  
Last week we welcomed back our Dishwashing Area, where all our children scrape the 
food scraps and then wash their own dishes in warm soapy water and place on the 
dish rack to dry. This allows children to become more independent and self-sufficient 
plus it gives them an awareness of how many dishes they are using during mealtimes. 
At the end of session our educators check all the dishes to ensure they are clean and 
then spray them with food grade sanitiser as per our food safety plan.  
 
Last week and until Wednesday this week we have been celebrating  
Reconciliation Week by making some Rainbow Serpents or Rainbow Snakes, listening to 
some Aboriginal artists and bands such as Baker Boy, Mitch Tambo, Coloured Stone, 
Paul Kelly, and Jessica Mauboy just to name a few. We also made some  
Australian Damper and Wicthity Grub Bites which were all enjoyed for second  
afternoon snack as there were none left over and voices asking for more.  
 
Last week Jamie and I were busy creating an exciting and engaging program for our 
upcoming Winter Holiday Club. We have some incredibly fun activities planned to keep 
us all busy and engaged. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 and ensuring the health and 
safety of both children and our educators we won’t be going on any  
excursions or having any external incursions during winter holiday club. But don’t 
worry Jamie and I have some incredibly fun and interesting self-incursions planned 
such as a Mexican Fiesta, French Explorations, Weather the Storm and Magic  
Architecture.  
 

To view our service specific program visit www.campaustralia.com.au/holidayclubs and 
search for Golden Square Primary School. Bookings can be made via our  
Parent Portal pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/login  
 

We look forward to seeing you at Holiday Club here at Golden Square Primary 
School.  
 

Your OSHC Coordinator Casey Leeder and Holiday Club Coordinator Jamie Morgan.  



 
PARENTS AND CARERS WITH GRADE 6 CHILDREN  

 
YEAR 7 APPLICATION FOR PLACEMENT 2021 FORM 

 
The Year 7 Application for Placement 2021 forms were to be returned to the school office by 

 Friday 29
th
 May. 

 
As Grade 6 students are currently learning remotely from home,  

we have extended this date to be returned NO LATER than Tuesday 9
th

 June,  
when they return to onsite learning. 

 
It is however encouraged that if you can please return your completed form back to the school 

 before Tuesday 9
th
 June, that would be greatly appreciated. 

 
 You can return your form via: 

 
 Post: PO Box 38, Golden Square 3555 

 
Scanned Email: golden.square.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 
Thank you for your assistance and support. 

 
Stacee Kingdon 

 
Grade 6 to Year 7 Transition Coordinator  

 
BENDIGO HEALTH DENTAL SERVICES  

 

In the interest of patient safety, all non- emergency dental  
services at Bendigo Health, including our school dental, Smile 
Squad and outreach programs have been postponed until  
further notice.  Emergency dental care is still available to the 
general public.  Please call 5454 7994 if required. 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience and will provide a service 
update in due course. 

Enrol NOW for Kindergarten in 2021.  
Four Year Old Groups 

PH: 43 111 501 
22-24 Havilah Road Long Gully  

Long Gully, 3550 
  

Feel free to call Gail  
and Lyndall and we can assist you to  

enrol your child for 2021. 
  
Havilah.rd.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

 


