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Reading Awards 
 

Ebony M; Riley C; Avah M; Georgia R; Esther R; Riley P; Brynne M; Rheef N; Evelin L-S; Willow A; 
Maysie H; Mitchell E; Mark D; Charlotte S; Stella B; Jarrod C; Max R; Mackenzie P; Preslee B;  
Ava G; Mitchell E; Alfie U; Khloe G; Olive L; Emily H; Ben S; Tyler B; Nikitah C. 
 

Values Awards 
 

Mackenzie P; Aalyah L; Declan D; Ivy R. 

Feedback in Relation to Remote Learning 
 

I wished to thank our parents/carers for providing us with some invaluable feedback in relation to 
their experience of remote learning. We gathered the information from your responses and 
grouped them together in themes. 
 

Our staff and students had also responded to their own surveys with very similar questions. 
 

These data sets were then shared with our teaching staff who have had the opportunity to look 
for connections, identify challenges, key concepts (ideas) and then what changes in thinking or 
actions could be required if we were to return to remote learning.  

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



From this, the leadership team will be reflecting on all of this feedback and identify the changes that we 

would make if we were to return to remote learning as well as things that we would keep the same. 

The feedback, because of the diversity in the participants, was extensive and at times, contradictory. There 
were certainly some ‘gems’ that really enlighten and broaden the thinking. These gems came from parents/
carers, our students and staff. This has been a very worthwhile exercise and although we could not possibly 
put in a plan that would make everyone happy, we hope that you know any plan put in place would be done 
considering the feedback provided. Thank you.   
 
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews 
 

We will be offering Parent/Teacher/Student interviews with classroom teachers, specialist teachers and 

reading intervention teachers on Monday 27th, Tuesday 28th, Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th. The 

interviews will be held for a duration of 10 minutes between 3.30 pm and 6.00 pm.  All interviews will be 

held through WebEx and staff will have a five minute break between each 10 minute interview to provide 

time to transition technology from one connection to the next.  Interview bookings will open Wednesday 

22nd July and will close on Friday 24th July at 6.00 pm.  Once interviews have been booked, families/carers 

will receive an email with the WebEx login information.  Please contact classroom teachers if you would 

prefer your interview to be conducted over the telephone.  If you require assistance with booking interview 

times, please contact the school office.  Mrs Armitage and Mr Arthur will not be conducting their interviews 

on these days.  We will provide families/carers with information at a later date regarding interview dates and 

times for these classes. 

We are sure you are looking forward to the opportunity to reconnect with staff after building such a strong 
relationship during the period of remote learning. Let us maintain the partnership that is aimed at supporting 
your child achieve in all areas. 
 

Bookings can be made via Compass. If you have any difficulties in doing this, please contact our friendly 
office staff and they will be able to help you. 
 
COVID-19  
 

The Department’s current advice is that it is not necessary for us to be wearing face masks at our school at 
this stage. However, please note that this does not mean that children or staff cannot wear masks if they 
choose to. There are some staff and students that may elect to wear a mask at some stage. Please 
understand that this could be for a variety of reasons and is nothing to be fearful of. We are all responding to 
this pandemic in ways that best support our own mental health and physical wellbeing. We know that as a 
strong community we will always be supportive of each other – from a distance of 1.5m of course. 
 
A reminder to everyone that we have a variety of gates open at the beginning and end of the day to help 

with us adhering to the requirements of social distancing. Many of our children are being very independent 

and are leaving the school ground on their own with parents/carers waiting in pre-arranged places. There are 

some groups of parents/carers starting to gather together while waiting for their child away from the school 

grounds. The outbreak in Melbourne has certainly demonstrated to us all that this we cannot afford to relax 

and ignore the advice around how to stay safe. We do not want to wait for numbers in Bendigo to start to 

rise before we act – this may be too late for someone who is dear to us. It will result in us returning to the 

restrictions we were all so relieved to have lifted earlier. Children will be schooled from home. Please, 

maintain that strong sense of community and be respectful of all the advice given by those who are leading 

us through this pandemic.  

 

Visitors in the School Yard 
 

We know that currently we are not having visitors to the school at this point in time, however, there was a 

family yesterday who are blissfully unaware of this point and decided to visit anyway. 



This little family of ducks brought much joy to the children and to the staff on duty at this time. It is lovely to 
have something so innocent bring us joy. 
 
Mrs Eddy was so inspired by their visit she has written a poem to share. 
 
 Eleven little ducks went out one day 

 Onto the oval with the children to play 

 Teacher Jacob said out the gate you go 

 And off to the creek they went in a row 

 

Student Free Day – Repeat Notice with Confirmation re Camp Australia 
 

Staff will be participating in a Professional Learning day on Friday 31st July. This will be a student free day.  
 
Confirmation has been made with Camp Australia around the provision of care on this day and bookings can 
be made to access this service. 
 
2021 Enrolments – Repeat Notice 
 

All families looking to enrol their children for the 2021 year should note that the website has now been up-
dated with information relating to this. Enrolment forms, interim enrolment forms, links to relevant web-
sites and a virtual tour can all be found on the site. Please direct any families that you know are seeking this 
information to our site and encourage them to make contact with the school. All enrolments forms, includ-
ing interim enrolment forms, should be received by July 31st. 
 
Kind regards 

 

Leanne Miller   Marita Eddy 

PRINCIPAL   ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

 

Golden Square Primary School has a zero tolerance to child abuse 



GRADE 2 READING 

In grade 2 this week, students have been revising strategies for distinguishing the difference between fiction 

(made up) and non-fiction (factual) texts. Fiction texts include a setting, characters and plot created from 

the imagination, such as fairy tales, and are intended to entertain. In contrast, non-fiction refers to factual 

texts that focus on actual events and people, such as reference books and information reports. Students 

have been using their knowledge of vocabulary, text structure, and text features to explain the text types 

they are reading and describe the features they find.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have also begun identifying the purpose and audience for procedural texts. They are learning that 

the purpose of a procedure is to tell the reader how to do or make something. The information is presented 

in a logical sequence of events, which is broken up into small sequenced steps. Students have also been 

making real-life connections to reading procedural texts to understanding the importance of reading in-

structions and directions carefully. For example, considering what would happen if the directions for making 

rainbow slime were not fully comprehended or followed in the correct sequence. Students are discovering 

the most common types of procedural texts are; recipes, those that instruct how to complete a particular 

activity and those that instruct how to make something. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My book is called ‘Life Stinks’. I know my 

book is fiction because shoes can’t come 

alive and the pictures are not realistic  

Rubi-Lee  

I read a book called ‘That’s Mine’.  
It is non-fiction because it  

really happened.  
Imogen  



GRADE 5/6 AREA 
 

To begin Term 3, Year 5/6 Teams will be focusing on the literacy curriculum through the exploration and application of 
the procedural genre.  We will be investigating this text across various forms including instructions, procedural 
recount, recipes, directions, manuals, rules for a game, agenda and science reports.  Our focus on the procedural genre 
will complement each Team’s inquiry study and will support students to read, follow and create their own science 
experiment to submit for our Term 3 Science Fair. This term, we will also continue to read from various text types and 
forms, focusing our learning on reading processes and reading comprehension skills. In the newsletter, we will share 
our weekly reading focus so that families/carers can continue to support children with their learning in the home and 
at school. We will also share examples of learning success that children have demonstrated during reading sessions in 
the classroom. This term we will be encouraging all children to maintain regular reading habits by reading at home. 
Please support children to meet this challenge by spending time together at least five nights a week enjoying reading.  
 
What’s happening in Reading in the 5/6 area: 
 
This week:  
 
Students took part in OnDemand assessment this week. Teachers are working together to use this data to target 
individual, small group and whole class lessons that meet specific learning needs of students identified from the 
assessments.   
 
Learning Intention: We are learning to identify and use the features of procedural text. 
 
Success Criterions:   
 

 I can discuss how the features of procedural text assist in my understanding of what I read. 
 I can discuss how procedural texts vary for different purposes and audiences. 
 
Next week: 
 
Learning Intention: We are learning how to identify different text types, their purposes, structure and features. 
 
Success Criterions: 
 

 I can identify the different types of non-fiction and fiction texts. 
 I can identify the purposes of different types of texts. 
 I can recognise the 3 main elements of a procedural text. 
 I can follow the logical sequence of instructions in a procedure to create a final product. 
 I can use images to deepen my understanding of the printed text in a procedure. 
 I can identify the precise language used in procedural instructions, including verbs, adverbs and adjectives. 
 

Students completing OnDemand 
Reading test 

Shared Reading a procedural text  Students reading independently 



SCHILD SAFE TANDARD FIVE: PROCEDURES FOR RESPONDING TO AND REPORTING CHILD ABUSE 
 

Standard 5 requires that the school have clear procedures for responding to allegations of suspected child abuse. The 

Child Safe Standards do not replace other legal obligations to report child abuse, such as mandatory reporting or the 

failure to disclose offence. Rather, the law and department policies require everyone to raise child safety concerns and 

report abuse to relevant authorities The Child Safe Standards create a school environment of responsibility and a 

culture of reporting.  
 

School staff will follow the Four Critical Actions for Schools – Responding to Incidents, Disclosures and Suspicions of 

Child Abuse when reporting and responding to child abuse. It’s a handy quick reference guide with four steps to follow 

if there is an incident, disclosure or suspicion of child abuse. 
 

SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORTS  
 

Last Wednesday the School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports (SWPBS) Tier 1 Team met for the first time. We were 

very fortunate to secure the support of the region SWPBS coach – Michelle Stone to come along and guide us as we 

begin our journey down this path.  We are in the process of formalising the team, which will have staff, parent and 

student voice represented on it. 
 

SWPBS is an evidence based framework for creating safe and orderly learning environments in schools, while 

improving the social-emotional emotional outcomes for students. It is a proactive approach that relies on research 

based practices, including developing clear behavioural expectations, teaching these expectations, acknowledging 

appropriate behaviour, consistently correcting inappropriate behaviour, and using behavioural data to systematically 

solve problems. 
 

I will post regular updates on what is happening in terms of SWPBS in our newsletter each week. 
 

Cheers, 
 

Kerrieanne Hocking 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

Goal 1 

To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 

1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 

1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC approach. 

1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and    

evaluation of data to inform student learning growth and achievement. 

Goal 2 

All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 

 Key Improvement Strategies 

   2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   

   2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure  

      engagement, wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 

Goal 3 

To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 

 Key Improvement Strategies 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework 

and Respectful Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships between 

the school and its stakeholders. 



 
BENDIGO HEALTH DENTAL  

SERVICES  
 

In the interest of patient safety, all non
-emergency dental services at Bendigo 
Health, including our school dental, 
Smile Squad and outreach programs 
have been postponed until further  
notice.   
 
Emergency dental care is still available 
to the general public.  Please call  
5454 7994 if required. 
 
We apologise for any inconvenience 
and will provide a service update in due 
course. 

BOOK CLUB 
Orders and payment must be made by next Tuesday 
28th July. You can leave your order at school or order 
online. 
Thanks  
 

Julie Wakker 
Librarian 
 
 
    MISSING 

2 School Jumpers 
Named Ryder A 

If found please bring to the office. 
 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
We have a lot of unnamed lost property. 

Parents if your child has lost something could you 
please get them to check lost property for it. 

Please name all your items so that we can return 
them. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

WANTED 
Finger Knitting Club would love some wool. 

If you have some to spare please send into the office.  
 

Thank you 

To the following Students 

Imogen P 

Emily H 

Rhylii H 

Shera R 

Har See S 

Zavier C 

Mikaela B 



 Term 3      Week 2      2020  
 

Hello to all our families,  
 

Next Friday 31st July, is a Pupil Free Day at GSPS. Camp Australia is happy to announce that we will be 
operating a full day session from 7:00am until 6:00pm on this day for families that are requiring care. 
We have limited spaces available so book your spot today via our Parent Portal 
pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/login or by calling our friendly Customer Care Team on  
1300 105 343.  
 

This week we have turned our Dramatic Play Zone into a School Class Room as many of our children 
have said they enjoy helping others with reading, writing and spelling. It’s been great to see children 
taking leadership and helping each other out.  
 

Outside Play is ever so popular at the moment, so Kylie and I have been providing our children with the 
choice of indoor and outdoor play right throughout our After School Care Sessions. We have found this 
to be much more settling for the entire group as it provides children who want to engage in quieter 
inside activities to do so without being interrupted by those who prefer to do more physical activities. 
The children have given us clear feedback that they like having the choice to come and go from inside 
to outside activities as they please throughout the session.  
 

At our After School Care Session we read an Acknowledgement of Country at the commencement of 
session. Our children have been taking it in turns to read out our Acknowledgement of Country, which 
is helping them to gain more confidence in reading out loud in front of a group. It’s been great to see 
how keen most of them are to give it a go. It’s also helping others to better understand respectful by listening quietly and for a little 
longer for peers that may not be as confident in their reading to finish.  
 

Please be reminded that Before School Care Child, Pupil Free Day Sessions and Holiday Club Drop Offs require an adult to attend the 
service with their child. Please make sure that you are walking you child to the door of the service and popping you head in the door 
so that the educators are aware that your child is now in their care. This ensures the safety of your child at all times. We thank you 
for your ongoing cooperation in this matter.  
 

Due to the ever changing COVID-19 restrictions, we have had to implement non contact Temperature Checks upon arrival for all 
children attending any of our sessions. This means that if your child records a temperature above 37.5 degrees celsius at arrival to 
our sessions we will not be able to accept them into our care. We are continuing our thorough daily cleaning and sanitising within 
our service and our educators and children are washing their hands with soap and water upon arrival at the service and regularly 
throughout the sessions, especially before and after eating and toileting, coughing or nose blowing and before and after 
transitioning from inside and outside play. We are doing our best to keep our educators and children safe while attending our 
service. We thank you for your understanding and on going support with our COVID-19 procedures.  
We look  
 
                                       We look forward to seeing you all very soon at Your OSHC  
 
  Your OSHC Coordinator, Casey Leeder and Assistant Educators, Courtney James and Kylie Rogers  

 

 Are your Bookings and Child Enrolment Information Correct?  

Log on to our online Parent Portal - pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/login  
 

or contact our friendly Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343  
 

Remember we can only accept children who have a registered account with Camp Australia, and  
we can’t accept children if our session is already fully booked due to educator to child ratio laws.  


