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Devices and Learning Packs 
Thank you to all of you that managed to collect your child’s device and learning pack so that they 
were ready for the commencement of online learning using webex. Your child will have now 
started learning following a weekly timetable that includes explicit teaching of English (reading 
and writing), Mathematics and specialist classes. The learning packs will support your child to 
continue with the learning beyond the explicit lesson. 
 
Learning packs were provided in coloured manila folders and you will be able to return work in 
these when picking up the next packs. The coloured folders will help with the distribution of these 
back to the classroom teacher. The submission of work and teachers providing students with 
more detailed feedback were areas that many identified as a way to improve what we did in  
Term 2.  
 
The contents of the learning packs are also available on our school website. We have done this as 

we are aware that some families are isolating either out of choice or necessity and we do not 

want to place barriers in having children have access to the learning being provided. 

Respect, Resilience, Achievement & Community  

 



Attendance Requirements 
The Department requires us to continue to take accurate daily attendance for all students regardless of 
whether they are learning on or off site. On the days when your child has an online class using webex (where 
the teacher is delivering the lesson live), the teacher will take the roll based on the children that are in 
attendance in the online class. This will require children to have their camera on at the beginning of the 
session so that the teacher can sight them (this is also a security measure) and for the child to be able to 
respond to any questions that the teacher may ask throughout the lesson. 
 
If your child is unable to attend an online lesson for any reason, it will be the responsibility of the parent/
carer to make contact on that day to confirm that their child is participating in the learning provided by the 
school. This would be that the child is completing work provided in the learning pack. To do this, simply send 
an email to your child’s teacher stating that they are participating in the learning today. 
 
On the days when your child is not being delivered explicit lessons live by the general classroom teacher or 
specialist teachers, then you will need to respond to a Compass message that will be forwarded out to 
families. The message will enable you to access a form where you type in your child’s name, select their 
teacher and advise whether or not your child is undertaking the learning provided by the school.  
 
If we do not hear from you then we will need to mark your child absent for that day. If the notification comes 
at a later date, rolls will be updated.  
 
Online Safety 
With COVID-19 having us return to remote and flexible learning, your child will be spending more time 

online. There are tips available on the e-safety government website and parts of this will be shared in our 

newsletter to assist you in keeping your child safe.  

Start the chat 
It’s not possible to be at your child’s side every second of the day, so it’s important to talk with them about 
online safety issues to help develop their critical thinking and ability to make good choices. It’s also good to 
let them know they can come to you for help if they have any concerns. You may feel they know more about 
the latest technology than you do, but you have more life experience to guide them. 
 
 Take the opportunity to set some boundaries around when and where they can use devices like 

tablets, smart TVs and gaming consoles, to help limit potential tech tantrums. 
 While you are all at home more, it’s a great time to co-view and co-play with your kids, so you can 

understand what they are doing and experiencing online. 
 Learn about the games, apps, social media and platforms they are using at The eSafety Guide, including 

how to protect their information and report inappropriate content or conduct. 
 Encourage them to explore eSafety’s targeted advice for kids (primary school) and young 

people (secondary school). 
 Check eSafety’s tips for talking with your child about tricky personal subjects like online pornography. 
 
Build your child’s wellbeing 
Smiling Mind Digital Care Packs 
 

Smiling Mind has created digital Care Packs to support the mental health of kids aged five to 12. The 
resources can be downloaded from the Smiling mind website and provide teachers with practical support to 
help manage anxiety and promote positive mental health. Each pack includes brief learning tools as well as 
activities for children to use within the home or school environment.  
 
To download the pack, see  Smiling Mind Digital Care Packs. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/time-online
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids
https://www.esafety.gov.au/young-people
https://www.esafety.gov.au/young-people
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/hard-to-have-conversations
http://www.smilingmind.com.au/kids-care-packs


Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) pilot program 
There has been a major focus on mental health by the State Government as part of the response to COVID-
19 as the impact of the restrictions become more evident and pronounced in our communities. 
 
Golden Square Primary School was already invited to be part of the MHiPS pilot program and as such we 
have gone through a process to employ a staff member to support us in our involvement.  
Mrs Emma Hollingsworth was the successful applicant for this position and she joins the wellbeing team and 
me in attending training this week.    
 
On-Site Supervision for the week starting 24th August. 
A reminder to families that on-site supervision is only an option for families if there is not anyone suitable at 
home to supervise the children. The new operational guidelines states the following: 
 Where there are two parents/ carers, both must be working outside the home for their children to be 

eligible for on-site provision. 
 Single parents/ carers must be working outside the home for their children to be eligible for on-site 

provision. 
 
If your family situation is such that you fall into one of these categories, it is important to note that your child 
should only be at school at the times you are at work outside of the home. If you finish your work at 12:00 
midday, then your child should be collected then. The same if you commence your work at 12:00 midday. 
They should only arrive at school before you commence work. 
 
We stress these points as it is imperative that our school environment stays as safe as possible for all. It 
reduces the risk for everyone if we follow the guidelines and as a strong community, we must look after each 
other. 
 
Messages have been sent via Compass that provides you with links to the on-site supervision booking form. 
 
Click here to access the form for next week or alternatively, copy and paste this link into your google browser 
(I have found that some other browsers don’t work). 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKQj7MPJsPWvLPrQDT7lwtTUCK38MmjHjAccXgg7pGnAf_0Q/
viewform 
 
If you are a casual employee who is called in the day before, please make contact with me and we can 
organise how to register your child for the next day. I am already aware of families that are in this category 
from our last experience so know this will occur at times. 
 
Devices – Repeat message 
Families have also received Compass messages asking if they require devices for one or more of their 
children. If you missed that earlier communication, please click here to access the form or alternatively, copy 
and paste this link into your google browser. 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfywd2UBo1WcWR-4AtcaK8vK1K4u03JzLi0Lm8QZuHG_vq0UA/

viewform  

 

Kind regards 
 

Leanne Miller                                                             Marita Eddy     
PRINCIPAL                                                                       ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKQj7MPJsPWvLPrQDT7lwtTUCK38MmjHjAccXgg7pGnAf_0Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKQj7MPJsPWvLPrQDT7lwtTUCK38MmjHjAccXgg7pGnAf_0Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKQj7MPJsPWvLPrQDT7lwtTUCK38MmjHjAccXgg7pGnAf_0Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfywd2UBo1WcWR-4AtcaK8vK1K4u03JzLi0Lm8QZuHG_vq0UA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfywd2UBo1WcWR-4AtcaK8vK1K4u03JzLi0Lm8QZuHG_vq0UA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfywd2UBo1WcWR-4AtcaK8vK1K4u03JzLi0Lm8QZuHG_vq0UA/viewform


SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL AND RELATIONSHIP SKILLS 
 

This week I thought I’d have a focus on ‘Social and Emotional’ learning. Social and emotional learning teaches students 

how to manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, show empathy for others, maintain positive relationships and 

make responsible decisions. Research finds that those students with well-developed social and emotional skills have a 

high level of self-worth and know how they can use their strengths to achieve their goals. They are able to evaluate 

choices and make responsible decisions. On a social level, they can play and solve problems collaboratively. They can 

form healthy relationships with others and can relate to others in a caring and respectful way. 
 

How can families support students’ social and emotional learning? 
 

Social and emotional learning starts at home with parents/carers/families by developing their child’s personal and 

social skills, attitudes and behaviours in different ways: 
 

 Conversations with children: talking to children about how they are feeling and helping them to reflect on their 

emotions, coping strategies and the issues they may come across. 

 Role modelling: children develop their social skills and attitudes by watching and experiencing how other people 

manage their emotions and relationships. 

 Positive reinforcement: recognising when a child demonstrates positive social, emotional and relationship skills 

will help instil good habits and behaviours. 

 Providing a loving and calm environment: establishing rules and routines to provide structure and predictability. 

Showing affection and care towards children and spending quality time together. 
 

Here are some activities that you might like to try at home: 
 

Goal – Understanding our emotions 

Activity 1: As a family, name the different emotions that characters in our favourite TV show or story book are feeling. 

How many can you name? Question: How can we work out what emotions other people are feeling? 
 

Activity 2: Play emotional charades with members of your family. Each person acts out an emotion and family 

members guess the emotion/feeling. 
 

Source: Our Time – Conversation starters, activities and games to support social and emotional learning at home. 
 

Have a great week everyone and stay safe. 
 

Kerrieanne Hocking 

 

SCHOOL STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

Goal 1 
To improve the learning growth and achievement of all students with a rigorous focus on literacy. 

Key Improvement Strategies 
1.1 To develop, document and implement a guaranteed and viable curriculum. 
1.2 To develop the pedagogical practices of staff and leaders using an embedded PLC approach. 
1.3 To develop staff capabilities in understanding data and consistent collection, use and    evaluation of 

data to inform student learning growth and achievement. 

Goal 2 
All students are engaged and connected to their learning. 
 Key Improvement Strategies 
   2.1     To develop and implement student agency in their learning.   
   2.2     To develop and implement a distributed leadership model in the school to ensure  
      engagement, wellbeing and achievement goals are addressed and enacted. 
 

Goal 3 
To improve student health, wellbeing and inclusion. 
 Key Improvement Strategies 

3.1 Establish and implement with fidelity the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework and 
Respectful Relationships throughout the school community. 

3.2 Further develop and strengthen authentic, collaborative and inclusive partnerships between the school 

and its stakeholders. 



 
AMBULANCE COVER 

 
Occasionally children have falls or accidents at 
school that require staff to ring for an ambulance. 
Without ambulance assistance it is very  
expensive and  falls on the students parent/carer 
unless you hold ambulance membership. 
 

Ambulance membership fees are currently: 
 
 $96.70/year for family cover, quarterly 

payments are available 
 $48.35/year for single 
 Health Care Card holders are free 

 

We encourage all families to check if they have 
ambulance cover.   To find out more information 
please visit:  https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au. 

To the following Students 

Kayden G 

Jaidee L 

Hudson B 

Krystal H 

Lilly C 

Angus S 

Brodie M 

Penelope R 

Samreet K 

Billy T 

Amayah S 

Tahlia D 

https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au



